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Trophy reciplents weren't the only ones to
take something home: form the 35th National
Convention held February 22-25 at the Hyatt
Regency O'Hare in Chicago. Wearly every
one of the more than 600 in attendance came
away with added insights resulting in signifi-
cant progress for the club.

Representatives from nearly every facet of
North American mobtorgports conducted an open
exchange of ideas and information with club
members and management. An impressive assem-—
blage of key personnel from manufacturers,
industry press, track operators and top SCCA
members contributed to the quality of discus-
sion panels.

Leading off the field of prominent foreign
and domestic manufacturers' representatives was
the gemeral manager of the Pontiac Motor Divis-
ion of General Motors, Robert Stempel, who
painted a fascinabting picture of persconal trans-
portation in the 1980's with hig presentation
at the Annual Awards Banquet. Vince Piggins,
msnager of Product Promoticns Engineering at
Chevrolet, was on hand to participate in the
Trans-Am Awards presentations. Porsche+Audi
representative Jo Hoppen, Fiat's Karl Ludvig-
sen, Len Lonmegren of SAAB, British Leyland's
Mike Dale and Dick Roberts of Dateun accepted
awards and participated in the conferences and
panels.

Leon Mandel, senior editor of Motor Trend
Magazine, was guest spesker for Saturday's
Manufacturers and Professional Drivers Tuncheon,
Chris Economaki and Bill Oursler of National
Speed Sport News, Phil Pash, columnist for the
New York Times and Jim Gandy of Autoweek rep-
resented the motorsports press.

Track owners and operators like Lee Hall of
Road America, Mal Currie of Watkins Glen, Jim
Melvin of Michigan Internabtional and Trenton
Speedways, Chris Poock of Long Beach and Dick
Roe of Brainerd alos entered the lively Ais-
cusslon.

Other important action saw David L. lMorrell
of Park Ridge, I11. elected Chariman of the
Board of Governors znd also receive the Woolf
Barnato trophy-SCCA's highest indiwvidual award.
Bob Perry, Area 10 Governor, was re-elected
Secretary of the BOG's Executive Committes.
Trans—-Am driver Bruce Leven was named the Pro-

fessional Rookie of the Year, while Formula
Tord pllot Peter ¥uhn won the Castrol Club
Racing Rookie of the Year title.
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On the following pages you will find high-
lights of a1l Wational Convention seminars.
These were condensed from outlines provided
by the Chicage Region and Bob Burns, Bill
Green and I have complete sets for your use
if you desire more information. Also, see
the RE's column on page two Tor s list of all
members who attended 1f you wish to contact
them about a particular sessicn they may have
attended.

-Lyn Rexford

AMATEUR RACTING

-Moderator, Dave Tallaksen. Panelists:
Paul Brand, Don Courtney, Tito Nappi, Emmett
Stains, Tex Arnold.

-Discussion on points system led to discuss-
ion of the effect of bonusg nationals on regul-
ar nationals-the bonus events have increased
in entry as the regular events have decreased.

~Discussion as to why reglional race entries
continue to drop-economicg seems to be the
number one problem. Gimmicks were suggested
that might help enbtries.

PROFESSIONAL RACTNG

~Moderator, Alex Keller. Panelists: Carl
Haas, Bob Swenson, Bob Andergon, Mal Currie

-What good is pro racing te the membership?
Panelists replied that it i1s a status symbol,
a source of income, upgrading of worker abilit-
iles.
continued on page 3

UPCOMING EVENTS

MARCH 24--Business Meeting, M&M Club, Montour
Falls, Spm
APRIL  “1--Sclo II, Elmira College Domes, RT
14, Horseheads, W.T.
21-~Busiriess Meeting, M&M Club, Spm
Pr-mBolo II, Tngerscll-Rand maln park-
ing lot, Peinted Posgt, N.Y.
29-—-Rally
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The regional appointments are finished, the
activities calendar is filled with solo, rallyw
ing, racing dates, we have been to the National
Conventlon-now let's pget to the day teo day oper-
ation of the club. The key words for 1979 are:
cut expenses, make money on our cvents, snd take
care of our equipment.

Cutting expensesg-we have to find a cheaper
way to operate the Region, evaluate thourough-
1y our purchase requirements and seek competit-
ive prices in the open markeb.

Making money-at the Naticonal Convention it
wag stressed that SCCA will need 50,000 future
members to operate in the black and to support
present programs-we too-the Glen Region should
try to increase our membership. We have an ex-
cellent publie relations device-the slide show,
that can be shown to any group by contacting
Adrian Ketchum. The slide show was reviewed by
the National Membership Committee at the Con-
vention and they were quite impressed by it.

We ghould gzell our used eguipment and that
which has become obsolebe-have one big "garage
sale™, We ghould sell our excess club merchsan-
dise.

We are going to raffle off a "basket of
cheer" and do other things that will put some
meney into our treasury. Your ideas will be
welcome,

Taking care of equipment is one of our main
concerns. we ask That you members that have
¢lub property in your posession do, indeed,
treat 1t as your own, and when you are in
charge of an event you are responsible for the
equipment necessary to put on the event., Al-
ways account for all of the equipment when the
event is over, put it away carefully and re-
port immediately to Phyllis Hoskinson when an
item is leost or broken. We cannot continuslly
keep spending money for equipment replaced due
to carelessness.

Regional administratores of race gpecilaties
should be preparing articles for the Sparkplug
regarding your area of operation. You also
should be collecting your worker's log books
and licenses and sending them to Dawn Ehrhardt
for renewal and upgrading if neceggary.

The National Convention was well attended by
Glen Region members: myself, Iinda Atkinson,
Eathi Purns, Tom Erwin, Norm Glueck, Rich Gold-
win, Bill Green, Ade Ketchum, Stu Iuther, Carl
Matuszek, Bill Miller, Eleanor and Bob Perry,
Tyn Rexford, Dottie Walton and Doug Wilcox,
Every seminar was covered by one or more mem-
bers and I will ask them btoc present a briefl
gynopeis of the seminars they attended at The
next general membership meeting and make them
avallable to the membership to answer amy ques-
tions regerding the convention, I feel that
thig conventlon wag betbter than the 1978 con-
vention especially the seminars-thefr topics
and general participation of persons atbtending
them—there was a two-way communication betwesn
the pasnels and the attendees. I am happy that
the Glen Region members were present so that we
were able to give the convention complete cover-
age. A congratulation is in order to Bob Ferry
who was re-elected as Secretay to the Executive
Committee of the Board of Governors. I have,
with thamks te Bill Green, condensed minubesg
of esch geminar and will make them available to
anyone interegted in a particular subject.

The month of March is the start of an active
schedule-Harold's Night, Saturday the 10th, a
Rally School, Sunday March 11th, the NEDIV
Roundtable, March 17-18th, and cur business
meeting March 24th.

Our Chapter Club, Williamsport Sports and
Touring Club, is also conducting events and
thelir schedule will alsc be appearing in the
Sparkplug.

The Solo I School and event, chaired by Jim
Newpher, is well on 1bs way to becoming a real-
ity. The dates-May 19-20-are firm snd Jim will
be advising us of more details as the event
draws near.

~Bob Burns, RE
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The regional appeointments are finished, the
activities calendar is filled with solo, rally-
ing, racing dates, we have been to the National
Convention-now let's get to the day to day oper-
ation of the club. The key words for 1979 are:
cut expenses, make money on our events, and take
care of our equipment.

Cubting expenses-we have to find a cheaper
way to operate the Region, evaluate thourough-
ly our purchase requirements and seek competit-
ive prices in the open market.

Making money-at the Naticnal Conmvention it
was stressed that SCCA will need 50,000 future
members to operate in the black and to support
present programs-we btoo-the Glen Region should
try to increase our membership. We have an ex-
cellent publie relations device-the slide show,
that can be shown to any group by contacting
Adrian Ketchum. The siide show was reviewed Dby
the National Membership Committes at the Con-
vention and they were guite impressed by it.

We ghould =gell our used eguipment and that
which has become obsolete-have one big "garage
sale”, We ghould sell our excess club merchan-
dise.

We are going to raffle off a "basket of
cheer" and dc other things that will put some
neoney into our treasury. Your ideas will Dbe
welcome,

Taking care of equipment is one of our main
concerns. we ask That you members that have
club property in youwr posession do, indeed,
treat 1t as your own, and when you are in
charge of an event you are responsible for the
equipment necessary to put on the event. Al-
ways account for all of the esquipment when the
event is over, put it away carefully and re-
port immediately to Phyllis Hoskinson when an
item ig lost or broken. We cannot continually
keep gpending money for equipment replaced due
to carelessness.

Regional sdministrators of race gpecilaties
should be preparing articles for the Sparkplug
regarding your area of operation. TYou algo
should be collecting your worker's log books
and licenses znd sending them to Dawn Fhrhardt
for renewal and upgrading if necessary.

The NWational Convention was well attended by
Glen Region members: myself, Iinda Atkinson,
Kathi Burns, Tom Erwin, Norm Glueck, Rich Gold-
win, Bill Green, Ade Ketchum, Stu Luther, Carl
Matuszek, Bill Miller, Eleanor and Bob Perry,
Tyn Rexford, Dottie Walton and Doug Wilcox,
Every seminar was covered by one or more mem-
bers and I will ask them toc present a brief
gynopsis of the seminars they attended at the
next genersal membership meelbing and make them
available to the membership to answer any ques—
tions resgarding the convention. I feel that
this convention wag better than the 1978 con-
vention especially the seminars-thefr toplcs
and general participation of persons atbtending
them~there was a two-way communicabion between
the panels and the attendees. I am happy that
the Glen Region members were present so that we
were able to give the convention complete cover-
age. A congratulation is in order to Bob Perry
who wag re-elected as Secretay to the Executive
Committee of the Board of Govsernors. I have,
with thanks te Bill Green, condensed minubtes
of esch geminar and will make them available to
anyone interegted in a particular subject.

The month of March is the start of an active
schedule-Harold's Night, Saturday the 10th, a
Rally School, Sunday March 11th, the NEDIV
Roundtable, March 17-18th, and our business
meeting March 24th.

Our Chapter Club, Williamsport Sports and
Touring Club, is also conducting events and
thelr schedule will alsc be appesring in the
Sparkplug.

The Sclo I School and event, chaired by Jim
Newpher, is well on 1ts way to becoming a real-
ity. The dates-May 19-20-are firm and Jim will
e advising us of more Getails as the event
draws near.

~Bob Burns, RE
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continued from page 1

-Where is pro racing going? Genersl disg-
cusgion of CART, it was gtated that CART ig
already upset with SCCA and may go back to
USAC.

-What can SCCA do to promocte a good racing
program? It was felt that a long range pro-
gram wag necessary sgo promoters and sponsors
can meke better plans. Try to keep the cost
of race cars down.

-How does a club driver get to be a pro
driver? It was suggested that IMSA guide—
lines be reviewed. General discussions
touched on sponscorsghip, prometbion and press
coverage.

RALLY-CLUB
—Moderator, Dave Fellman.

-Main objective of the session was to in-
form regions' representatives about what the
1979 National posbure regarding c¢lub rallying
will be and how regions can go about upgrading
their ciub rally porgrams for both new and
experienced rallyista.

-4 manusl pertaining to conducting regicmal
rally progrems will be digtributed to all reg-
iong from the Denver office.

RATTY-PROFESETONAL

-Moderator, Harry Ward, Chairman, SCCA Pro
Rally Board. Penelists: John Buffim, Pro
rally champion, Kim De Motte, member Fro
Rally Board, Len Lennegren, Sasb-Scandia of
America, Eric Jones, Pro rally driver

-Divigiongl series were discussed. Need
for results was stressed as it aplied to the
vaying of contingency monieg. Enthugiasm wasg
voiced over the divisionsl series with their
potential as spectator eventg.

-How to get started in pro rallying?

Start in a preduction car in that class. Pre-
paraticn of the car should include a good rcll
var or cage, properly installed seat belts, and
other safety equipment. It wag felt that no
performance items should be allowed in the
production class.

COMPETTTTON

-Moderator, Costa Dunias. Panelists: dJon
Norman, Bill Spencer, Bob Jordan, Jeff Miller,
Jim Trumasn, Harro Zitza.

-Future of Bports Racing classes-shouid the
SR gpecs be changed? Problems are growing and
we should strive to get stabllity inte the
clagses which would allow the drivers to pre-
pare their cars without fear of coming change.

~Where ig Showroom Stock heading? Mr. Bpen-
cer gtated, "Policing of S8 ig probably the big-—
gest problem we have right now." Mr. Truman
commented on cheating in 89 classes and asked
for more gsevere penalties for those who cheat.

-4 plea was made for, fewer rules changes,
congidering their impact on the cost of racing.

-Informaticon on the Formula 440 was given.
This was looked upon zs a cheap, fun, safe way
for the younger driver to get a gtart. Suspen-
gion problem in the cars was discussged as a
possible problem.

RACE ADMINISTRATTON

~Moderator, John Bornholdt. Panelists:
Ruth Gasper, Eleanor Perry, Joe Griffin, Bob
Kelly.

~Are we gtill having fun? What can be done
to make recing more fun? Must set the tone for
the whele weekend at registration with a pro-
fesgional attitude linked to a sense of humor.

-How do we close the time gap for press and
drivers. IMuch discussion followed on various
ways of dissemenating information from T/S as
well zs the flow of information from all race
specialties.

-How does a c¢lub member get involved in race
administration? VOLUNTEER!

-Can we sgimplify registration? A standard-
ized entry form was distributed that could be
eesily adaped by all regions. A discussion of
general race organlization followed with var—
ious persons offering their region's operations
manuals to anyone having crganizational pro-
blems. FPre and post race meetings were also
stressed azs they go a long way toward lnsuring
a good event everytime.

Is tech a safety or legality insgpection?

Tt was felt that it is primarily a safety in-
gpection with & vigual check for blatant il-
legalitles. Problem of lack of continuity
throughout the country regarding tech was
dlscussed. Also the fact that changes announ-
ced in drivers newsletters does not help the
tech inspector that has to inspect the car with
a newly suthorized change. It was stated that
in the neer fubture some specialty administrat-
ors in sach region will also be on the drivers
newsletber mailing list.

See Eleanor Perry's comments on this session
under "Commentary".

RACE CONTROL

-Moderator, Joe Hume, M.D. Paneligts:

Dan Brickley, Jc Susan Kern, Bobbi Orr, Dick
Lee.

-How does a region recruit and retain doc-
tors? Orienbation, training were stressed.
Also make registratiorn quick and make the
doctors feel they are a part of a team.

. =HMMTs and psramedics should be used for
minor problems rather than using doctors.

-4 glide show and commentary was presented
by the Glen Region's Kathi Burns and Jottie
Walton showing how they have establighed a
comprehensive program for track medical per-
gonnel and equipment,

PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION

~Moderator, Brian Vandercook. TPanellsts:
Panl Brand, Phil Pagh, Chris Economski, Jim
Gandy, Bill Alsworth, Leon Mandel, William
Bameg, Bill Bell, Mike McCarville.

-Pro racing promotion-a lengthy discussion
wags held concerning the proper ways to promotbe
and publicige pro races. Major points included
the fact that it is important to work with the
aponsor of an event. Media days at tracks were
discussed but Mr. Pash stated that some papers
don't like their people to attend because of
so called "influence by promotor'.

-In writing releases keep the following in
mind: write short, editable sopy; tell who,
what, when, where and why in the first para-
graph; modify the opening paragraph in follow-
ing ones but write it so that any one may be
edited out to fit the smoun®t cf space the ed-
itor has to use. Supply papers with advance
materisl and always follow up with results.
Feed reporters ideas for feature articles.

continued on page 4
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continued from page 3

Make it easy for the press to register. Have
a good flow of informstion from the press room.

-To enccocurage coverage of solo or rally
news Lake the time to invite a reporter to an
event and show him arcund, encouraging even
his participation. ©Stress the fact thalt Am—
erican cars are used.

~-Membership retention~how do we keep our
new members? One region calls every new mem-
ber at the end of their first yesr to see if
they've become involved in the club's activit-
leg.

Bee algo Ade Ketchum's review of This session
under "Commentary".

TECENICAL CAR FPREPARATION

~Moderator-Bob McKee. Panelists: Jim
David, Jay Davis, Dick Gail, Lee Gaug, Don
L'Heureux.

~A gtrike is anticipated al Goodyear in
early April, but it should not affect the races.

~Tire tipg~Buff in tires before hard use
when using soft compounds. Also keep the pres-
gure up in these goft tires. Don't race with
rubber valves in the wheels, znd always use a
metal valve cap. Brush off tread on the grid
to remove stones. Don't put too wide a tire on
too narrow a rim.

-Bpark timing and carb Jjebtting are both 1lm-
portant in the choice of a spark plug.

~Bolts: Don't use ones that don't have a
head marking-grade 5 hag % lines on the head,
grade & hag four lines and grade 8 has six
equally-spaced marks cn the head (if the lineg
are not equally-spaced it is not grade eight).

~Reasons for fastener failure: Too low
grade of cap screw; mismatched component use;
improper torguing of bolts.

SO0LO

~Moderator, Bill Miller., Panelists: John
Fergus, Flsie Haninger, Tom Allen, Larry Gomes,
Rob Garnett.

~Plans for the Championship in Dallas were
discussed.

-Regponge to the questiomnalire in the Jan-
uary gports Car numbers 91 to this date. Solo
Board will make decisions baged on input from
this questicnnaire.

—-Courses for regional events should be wvar-
ied, and thosge ussd for nationals should avoid
extremes.

~Ladies class: The Board went over the con-
cept before the Governcr's "changed" it. The
proposal was to lmve 17 women's classes with a
minimum of % entries per class. If there were
not three entries bumping to @ higher class
would be used. The Governor's turhed this pro-
posal down and countered with each class having
to have only one entrant, with no bumping. It
was felt by the panelists that 1t is meaning-
less to get a trophy for first when there is
ne competition. The '79 Sclc Board has sub-
nitted a counter-proposal that 2 cars con-
stitute - a class and bumping be equal for both
the men and women.,

-Modified class problems were discussed.

It wag felt that the specs for the modified
cars should not be changed so often which
results in expense for the car owners. It
was felt that perhaps there should be fewer
prepared and more modified classes.

—Safety Steward Program has been well rec-
eived by the insurors and Governors and is work-
ing very well,

See Carl Matuszek's remarks on this sesgsion
under Activities Director's Report.

STEWARDS

-Moderator, Crly Thornsjo. Panelists:
George Morrison, Tony Phelps, Roger Lewis,

Jim Treutman, Tom Cronin, Charlie Earwood, Hog-
ar Esndi, Fred Cummins.

~-Role of Stewards and the type of conduct
expected of them was discussed by Mr. Thornsjo.

wAction taken by Stewards that affects areas
such as T/8 must be made known to that specisalty
immediately.

-Race physicians were discussed along with
insurance requirements and legal points. Mal~
prachice insurance is not necessarily included
in our ingurance policy but it is available and
is designed for physicians at events.

—Dangercous or cheating drivers and what pen-
alties should be impoged was discussed,

—-Appeals-make the penalty fit the crime, use
the best judgement they are capable of.

-Steward's Licensing-series of steps to ob-
tain a license, renew it and move up to the
next level (Steward in Training, Div., Chief,
Nat., Chief, Naticnal Steward).

-8eries Stewards are used to gain continuity
from track to track.

- & K Ipsurance representative discussed
problem areas: Too many extraneous poeple in
the pits and other restricted aress; releages
that go unsigned; and impreper plmcement of
workers.

TRACK OWNERS

~Moderator, Lee Hall. Panelistg: Mal Cur-
rie, Jim Haynes, Tite Nappi, Dick Roe, Bob Boi-
leau.

~What do you expect from SCCAT Panel agreed
that they don't get much (or enough) from SCCA.
Problem is that Governors change and so do the
directions the c¢lub. 4 business cannot be run
this way, even though the demccrabic way may be
fine for a club. It was felt that a five-year
plen be worked out providing the continuity that
is so badly needed. Avold power struggles and
inefficiency, mzke gure that existing venues are
hedlthy before embarking on new ones.

~-Mr. Hall chellenged the BOG's decision on
CART-his feeling was that the decision should
have been reviewed more before the agreement
was made.

-What can SCCA do to develop stars? Disw
cussion centered on getting good racers to pro-
mote. When we have them they must also work
to promote themgelves.

—Other discussion touched on increased reg-
ulations on noise, safety and other EPA man-
dates, Also increasged cogt and its relation
to purses paid was discussed.

Note-on page 5 you will find "Convention Com-
mentary" a compllation of perscnal insights
regarding some individual seminars.
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WO MORE CHIEFS LICENBES?T??

Something to think about. The subject of
the validity and necesgity of the Chief of Race
Specialty was again brought up at the Conven-
tion. I say, again, because this has been a
controversial subject for a number of years.
The grade of license is under contention be-
cause it has been abused and mis-understood in
many parts of the country and is sometimes used
as a political foothall. The hue and cry is
abolishment.

T am concerned that it is wrong to say
"quits" to a program that is not completely
evil in it's inheritance, but that has been the
vietim of mis-management.

What is the alternative? ({For all we know
that human nature demands that there will al-
ways, of necesgity, be "indians" who want %o
and need to follow the leadership of a "chief".)
One concept could be to erase the glate clean
and start over, but with strict adherence to
concepts repregsenting gqualification and admin-
igtrative ability. DPossibly only one such per-
son per region. Bubt that person has to be cal-
led gomething--possibly Regicongl Chief or A4d-
ministrator (such as we have in the Glen Region)
This plan could enhance ths chain of command
from the National to Divisional to Regional
Aéministrator. On paper it looks pessible.

My contention is that some of the problem
gtems from the fact that the National license
has been abused. It has been usged as a very
rapid stepping stone from the divisional level
without sufficient "time in grade™ or expertise.
The Chief's license is not required to chief
any event, only a National is needed. Another
alternative might be te up-grade the concepts
of the National license. Or, the Chief's
license could be reguired to chief at leas®
National and Professional race evenbs. Do
vyou have any thoughts, suggestions, or alter-
natives? Write to the Board of Governors.

-Eleancr Perry

RACE ADMINISTRATTONw-w--CNE SPECIAITY???77

At the recent National Convention, T was a
panel member repregenting Timing and Scoring atb
a seminar called Race Administrabion. It con-
cerned the operations of T/8, Registration,
Tech Inspecticn, Pregs and related media-and
cowld ineclude sny department (such as race
medical) that affects the preparation of the
driver for the action on the track.

I have always known that we in the adminis-
trative aspects of a race weekend have many
areas of co-ordination and co-operation with
the passing along of information pertinent to
the driver; bub a larger concept of our duties
came to me while discussing these communicative
linegs. We should consider curselves as one
it as we perform our functions in the areas
of paper work aspects. We have tc have a unit-
ed front in performance and attitude so that
someone looking in might think that one person
did it all. OFf course we all have extremely

diverse aspects to our duties and functions
which we must perform internally to the best
of ocur ability, but when it comes to the out-
ward aspects of the organization of an event—-
when our communication lines touch--we must
perform as one specialty.

~Eleanor Perry
PUBLICITY, PRCMOTION, MEMBERSHIP SEMINAR

Brian Vandercook, SCCA PR Director, served as
moderator and the panelists included Paul Brand
(Brainerd Racewsy) Phil Pash (Rockford, Ill.
newspapers and New York Timeg motorsports writ-
er), Chris Bconomaki (Wational Speed Sport News
and ARC television), Bill Rell (national admin-
istrator of FR), and Mike McCarville (national
membership chairman).

The major portion of thig geminar dealt with
waye To promote spectator races, something we
in the Glen Regicn don't have tc worry about,
as the Grand Prix Corporation takes care of
promotion of spectator events. Chris Economaki
offered many good points and it didn't teke him
all afternoon to get these points across. In
fact, Economaki gave thosge in abttendsnce a
$2500 lesson in communications in about =z ten
minute period. Everything Chris said is very
effective in regional publicity.

Very little was said about membership and
thig had to be very disheartening to Mike MeCar-
ville who had the 1979 membership committee mem-
bers in attendance. Vandercook, as moderator,
seemed to want to Turn away from membership.
Thig iz amazing as more members could possibly
provide him with an increase in his salary.

An observation many convention goers opined
was that perhaps the Naticnal Public Relations
office leaves a lot to be desired: Many quest-
lons seemed Yo go unsnswered, something that
shouldn't happen.

In the past this session had also covered
regional publications. The organizers of the
convention decided not to have a seminar for
publications editersg. This seems unfair to me,
especially when the national office gives awards
for the top regiocnal publications.

Past publicetions seminars have been inter-
egbing and informative, let's hope the conven-
tion committee of the Colorado Region sees the
light for the 1980 Bash.

=Ade Ketchum

OVERHEARD I CHICAGO......

...That a nationally known race driver had %o
pool monetary resources with his female compan-—
ion to pay his hotel bill after the Convention.

ee.That a member of the Board of Governors was
sssssgsssss'd during the Awards Banguet.

«a.That the Glen Region has a new sticker-col-
lector, but that she cheats in that she buys
her books already full of stickers!l

...That the first CART race ig already history
having been rTun 'underground’ in Chicago.

Word has it that there were only two entrants
and that they both drew on their past experience
as one-time Sprite drivers.
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ditorially Speaking

Amid conflict and controversy, representa-
tives from regions across the country decend-
ed on Chicago for the National Convention.

The word 'upbeat' was used extenszively last
year to describe the Convention in El Paso.
Certainly that word cannct be used this time,
The prevailing attitude of this Conventicn,
from my viewpoint, was one of discontent
gtemming for the mogt part from uncertainty
over what direction the club will Take in
the future. This attitude was reflected not
only by individusl members but also in the
front pregented by some of the gtaff and elect-
ed officials.

At two different seminars it was sgtabted that
one of BCOCA's biggest problems ig that we are
a democratic organization. This is causing
problems in dealing or atbempting to deal with
sponsors and promotors because the man they have
te deal with does not make the policy that will
ultimately govern decisicns made.

It was also interesting in the Annual Meet-
ing when a member requested a more detalled
report on cliub racing, which incidentally was
rumored to be in bad shape, he nct only went
unanswered but a very rapid change of subject
took place.

There were many good seminars but unfortun—
ately they were all run at the same time, Al-
so the lack of anything for editors of regional
publications left me feeling like I had been
cheabted out of an opportunity te exchange ideas
with cther editors.

-Lyn Rexford

Okay everybody, I survived the Conventiodn.
HNow is time to get back to businegss. Mostly
I found out sgbout Solo II-the National Runoffs
will be held in Dallas, Texas on September 29-
20. Much digcusgion was held concerning the
ladies clagg~at present the ladieg will have
17 clagses with a choice of running in the reg-
ular classes. If these ladies classes are not
supperted in the next three years, there is =
good possibility of eliminating them. Also
there was some discussion on the modified clas-
ses not being fair. I met the new Natiocnal Solo
Events Chairman, Tom Allen~he would like to see
gome lebtters from everyone interssbed in the
Solo program. His addregs is Rt 2, Box 17B,
Marion, Texas 78124. Also the new Solo Dir-
ector in Denver is Terry Moreland.

One thing I learned about insurance is that
we have insurance because we have a very de-
tailed rule book for races, solog and rallies.
This is our best selling point because if these
rules are enforced, we have a better legal
chance 1f we are taken to court for smy reascon.

Everybody kept the Governors busy during the
weekend and they knew it. Let's continue this
by writing some letfers to our Governor, he
needs to know what you think of solo events
as well as rallies, club races, and pro races.
Tn case you don't know Bob Perry is the Gover-
nor for Area 10-that's us.

To end on a happy note, we all had a good
time and Chicago 1s still therel

—Carl J. Matuszek
Activities Director

Take Notice

WANTED: TIMERS AND SCORERS for the 1979 Wat-
kins Glen racing season. Condition is relat-
ively immaterial. We're zsccepting both new snd
used merchandise. We'll Train new and recycle
the used.

If you like racing, the Timing and Scoring
Tower is the place to be, Just think: On
those rare cccasions when the weather is in-
clement, you'll have your own dry spet from
which to view the races. On those other rare
occagions when it's blistering hot outside, you
won't have %o worry about getting a palnful sun
burn. 4And in between you'll heve a ring side
seat on the gtart-finish line. We don't have
Howard Cosell or Chris Economaki, but we do have
Harry Tuttle and his crew to alert you concern-
ing who's on or off course. And in times of
crigls there are the voices of the Perry's re-
ninding you to "Watch your car!l”

For you new folks, there'll be a seminar in
the spring {(details next issus) where you can
learn how to do: Timing, scoring, results,
communicationg and how they gll f£fit together
for a successful race program.

To you veterans: You already know the score
and we're looking forward to seeing you for an-
other race geazson. We anticipate another great
vear and need your help, ag always.

Any new people interested in this facet of
racing, please sgend me your name and address
so that T may send you a log book.

To thoge of you who have worked before, it's
important that you send me your log book or
license NOW. Tog book holders must have four
eventsg, at least, before sending it to me., If
you don't fit this qualification, keep and use
it for another season. The log book is still
valid (for up to two years) and does not need
to be renewed. License holders please be sure
to £i11 out the back and sign it before malling
it to me. Alsc, you must pay your SCCA dues
before your license can be renewed.

In the past, it has been suggested, that we
compile a 1list of people interested in working
Sclo I and II events as well as the races.
Workers for these events are badly needed so
if you are interested please indicate this in
a note,

-Dot Dronkers

T&S Reg., Adm.

945 E. Take R4,
Romulus, N.Y. 14541




ership News

Twoe persong have added their names to the
Glen Region membership rosgter.

Marty Moore comes to us from Alfred, New
York, where he is involved with public relabions
at Alfred University. He is interested in ral-
lying, solo events and working.

Petie Johnson is also new in the Glen Region,
though not new to many region members. Peste
is the Marketing Directer off the Watkins Glen
Grand Prix Corporation.

Qur new member recruitment ils going rather
slowly this year. At the convention last month
in Chicago, regions were given awards based on
increased activity--number of new membersg, in-
crease in the number cof events, and an increase
in number of pages and quality of regional pub-
lications and newzsletters.

There 1s no reason the Glen Region cannot
be number one in 1979. We all know one or more
people who might be interested in our activit-
ies. If you don't feel that you can approach
them then send me the name and address and
phone number, and gomeone from membership will
get in touch. Recruitment is everyone's bus-
iness.

Race specialty administrators-if you need
expiration dates for licenses, plesse send me
a list of the people’s names and T will get the
dates te you.

—Rich Goldwin
Memberchip Chairman

Ten Years Ago
In the SPARKPLUG

The major news story of this issue was a Joy-
ful one for Glen Region members, as the clvub had
been presented the Regional Achievement Award
for large-membersghip regions at the SCCA Nation-
al Convention in Denver. Current R.E. Bob Perry
and Assistant R.E. Carlton Brown posed cn the
cover with the coveted plague, while outgoing
R.E. Bill Bradshaw offered his ccngratulations
to the membership. Showing the level of com—
petition the Glen faced, the San Francisco and
Washington Regions were runners-—up for the
award.

Individual awards presented at The conven-
tion included the Barnato Trophy for outstand-
ing contributions to Dave Tallasksen, the Kim-
berly Cup for most improved driver to Lou Sell,
the Tim Mayer Award for a promising driver %o
Tony Adomowicz, and bthe Castrol Roockie-of-the-
Year Award to Cobra driver Pete Consiglio from
Worcester, Mass. Where are they now? Tallaksen
is gtill prominent in BCCA affairs; Bell is a
practicihg dentist, his driving career having
been cut short by injuries suffered in an Indy
car race at Riverside in late '68; Adcmowlcs
gtill races occasionally and shared the Ferrari
which finished second at Daytona; while Consig-
lio vanished as suddenly as he appeared in 196G8.

A major announcement was made at the Mzrch
41 membership meeting by Ted Marks, who proclaim-

ed that a perta-john would be installed in the
pite for the convenience of officials, compet-
itors, and any cthers overcemes by the effects

of Castrol fumes. Ted also commented on his
trip to the site of Pocono International Race-
way, then under constructicn in the infamous
gpinich farm at Long Pond, Pa. His comment

that the big track should be operational by
1970 was off by a year, but he was correct in
stating that the management of the new track
had no connection with Michigan International
Speedway. TFor those of you who don't remember
those halcyon days, MIS' founder Larry ToPatin
had begun by buying and building superspeedways
at a feverish pace, only to overextend his re-
sources and see hieg empire crumble the following
vear, tazking the slogan "Sport of the Seventies™
with it.

Two winter competitive events were reported,
the Waneta Take Ice Gymkhana from Feb. 9 and
the February Flying Fickle Finger of Fate Rally
held a week later. Ray Russell's Jeep set FID
on the ice with Dick Rathbone's Mustang fastest
of the passenger cars in a field of 44, while
guests Bill and Sarah Enowlton from Central
New York Region topped the 29 rallyists. Fred
Lightfoot of wheel-lifting Spitfire fame organ-
ized the ice event and Stu Boysen was Rallymas-
ter.

Roger Holman contributed an avrticle on the
requirements for a novice racing log book,
which the Editor for some reason illustrated
with a phobto of formula cars tangling at Time
Reock.

—A1 Robinson

NEWSWORTHY NOTES

SOLO Il UPCOMING

The first Solo IT of the year will be held
April first. The gite of this event is now
get for the Elmira College Domes located on
Route 14, north of Horseheads. For further
information contact event chairman Mike Bes-

ley at 6C7-733-7749

CONGRATULATIONS to Bob and Marsha Bennitt on
the birth cf a son, Jonathan Robert, February
14th. JR, as he will be known, was seen sport-
ing a set of nomex in the maternity ward!

Chet EKaufman, President of the Williams-
port Area Chapter of the Glen Region, piloted
hig Datsun pick-up te first in class at a re-

cent club lcecross, Photo by Carl Matuszek
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Rallying is a fazscinating, demanding, compet-
itive game of navigatiocnal gkill. It has been
called a parloer game for adulte, played outdoors
on the open road, with cars. It has been des-

RALTY CCMMITTEZ REPCRT

cribed as a drive in the country to grandmother's

house, only you don't know where she lives, and
you don't know how to get there, but you have to
arrive exactly on time. Yomw might think of it
ag a kind of chess game in a vehicle,

The Eally Board of Advisors met Sundsy, Feb-
ruary 18 to plan out 1979'g program. Much time
was spent on revislon of the Glen Region Rally
Rules which will form an importsnt part of the
upcoming Rallymasterd School,

The program for the year:
March 11--Rallymasters School and rally-
Bill Bradshaw
Lpril 29--Spring Rally-Bob Perry
July 1 ~~Family Fun Day and Rally-

Bill Miller, refiring chair-
man of the National Solo Events
Board, received a plague recog-
nizing his many years of service
to the National Solo Events pro-
ram, The presentation was made
at the Rally/Solo Awards Iunch-
€07,

July 29 --Summer Rally-Bill Estes

Bept. 2%--Fzll Rally-Iiyn Rexford, Ade
Ketchum

Oct. 27 —--Hglloween Rally-Bill Green,
Rick Hughey

Nov. 18 —~-Winbter Rally-Bill Bradshaw

If you like a drive in the country on a Sunday
afternoon and take pleasure in a competitive
game of gkill you too will enjoy raiiying. If
vou're the sociable type, remember there's
almost always some kind of social affair affer
the rally-to the extent some people think of a
rally as an excuse for a party.

If you don't care to enter a rally consider
working omne. ZIt's really a lot of fun to be on
a checkpoint end greet all the competitors as
they make their way arcund the courge, The
rally program needs your support either way.

~Rich Goldwin
Rally Co-ordinator

Face Administration seminar panel
merbers, from left, Ruth Gasper
Fational Administrator/Registra-
tion; Eleanor Perry Wational Ad-
ministrator/T&S; and Joe Griffin
CENDIV Administrator/Scrutineer-
ing discuss a point as moderat-
or John Rornholdt, Can-Am series
Chief Steward, locks on.




