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The gala Glen Region Christmas Party, held
December 2, brought the long 1979 season to
an end in the warm surroundings of the Beneca
Lodge.

Fil1l Bradchaw, MC for the evening, intro-
duced special guests and friends of the Region-
Henry Valent of the GP Corporation, Sy Core of
Ingersoll-Eand, Bob Rolfe of the Corning LEADER,
Janet Richardson, Jack Shane of WCBA Radioc, Pete
Johnson of the GFP Corporation, and Rick Hauser
representing our Sclo IT sponsor-Brown & Hauser
Autc Bales.

The 1980 edition of the Glen Region Slide
Bhow was presented by Ade Ketchum and is now
ready for public showings. Don't hesitate to
contact Ade 1f you know of a grouy to which this
excellent public relstions show could be pre~
sented.

Awards were pregented to Membership Conbest
winners Jerry Buckbee and Kathi Burns, Sclo II

b

Three of the Region's best-from
left, Hugh Cornell, Tom Rynone,
Bob Btevenson

Briver of the Year Gene Wetzelberg, class Champ-
ions and event orgenizers, Rally Champions Ade
Ketchum and Bill Green and event chairmen, Nat+
ignal Driver of the Year Hugh Cornell, Regional
Driver of the Year Paul Eicharson snd Driver

of the Year Tom Fynone and the various race

RE's Award recipeint Bill Brad-
snaw (left) and RE Bob Burns

chalrmen. A special plaque was presented To
George Puskenalis for his untiring work on
behalf of the race program. Also receiving

a gpecial award was Bob Stevenson who won the
English Jim Russell Irivers School Championship
over a large field of up and coming racers.

The highlight of the awarde came as RE Bob
Burns stepped to Tthe mike for The presentation

"of the Regionsl Executive's Award for oubtstand-

ing service to the Region. This year's recip-
lent was Bill Bradshaw, = fifteen year member
of the Reglon, who has, over the years, con-
gletently been involved with all the club's
activities from soloing teo relly to raclng To
gocial, A more worthy or appreciative rec-
ipient would truly be hard to find. Congrat-
uwlations, Bill! '

The guest gpeaker for the evening was none
other than our friend Oscar Eovelesgki who
related tales of his long racing career at the
Glen, a=s well as some of his thoughts zbout
the future of the sgport of auto racing. A4is
usual a very entertaining gpesker whom we all
enjoy immensely,

~Lyn Rexford

UPC iTS

DECEMBER--29--BOD meeting, 2 pm, MEM Club

JANUARY ———-6--Budget meeting, BOD and committee
heads, 1 pm, M&IM Club
20--BOD meeting to prevare budgeb,
2 pm, ME&M Club
26~-General membership meeting,
2 pm, M&M Club
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Another year of the Glen Region is about o
become higbory. It has been a good year-a hect-
ic year-sn eventful year. Our membership has
grown, 1nterest 1n all sreas of the sport has
increased. It is my wish that we continue o
grow 1n 1980 as well sg we have in 1979. A4
blg thanks to all you members responsible for
maeking this Region The best in 5CCA.

I am rather digmayed at all the turmoil go-
ing on in the upper eschelon of the SCCA, the
firing of Burdette Martin, the re-firing of
Tom Duval and Tex Arnold walking out. I would
like to see the B.0.G. get their act together,
and soon! BCCA nseds some ACCUS represgentation,
especially now, with the recent decision of FIEA
in Parig to cancel the 1980 Toyota Grand Prix
of the United Stategs at Watkins Glen in favor
of the Lag Vegas Grand Prilx.

Our 1980 schedule conforms much te that of
last year's. We s%ill have some dates to con-
firm, however, the tentative schedule should
be available in January so you can plan for the
geason.

An early important date to remember is the
NEDiv Roundtable, hosted by the Glen Region at
the Corning Hilton March 21-25. Elesnor Perry
and her committes will welcome your support.

We hope that the trengition from 1979 to
1980 goes smoothly. We have some conbinuity
of officers and some new Dlocd coming in.

Start thinking about anything you would like
to do for the Region for “1980.

Have a happy Hanukksh, a Merry Christmag and
a Happy New Iecar.

-Bob Burns, R.E.

"The Spirit of the Sport" was alive and well
as demonstrated at the recent NYSRRC (New York
State Road Racing Chanpionship) annual banguet
held this year in Rochester, HN.Y.

The prestigious award given in the name of
Bob Stephens %who founded NYSRRC-Area 10) by
the Glen HRegion was won bhis year by Ken Wil-
liams of the Finger Lskes Region.

The guelifications for the award include
guccess in competition and personal conbribut-
icn in the various activities te support SCCA.
Ken Williams very ably fulfilled the stature
of this honor.

Glen Region ¢lub racers who placed well in
the geries and received trophies were Hugh Cor-
nell, Roger Hoodek, Doug Allen and Paul Rich-
ardscn. ‘

The spirit snd comradship among the club dri-
vers was running high as in past years. Many
came from great distance such as Ohio, Meryland
and New Jersey to join the festivities.

It is always gratifying to be part of this
special cccasion. Congratulations to alll

—Eleanor Perry

WWWWWWWW

NCTICE-—-1979 GLEN NATIONAT, PATCHES

For those who missed out on a patch, we
have received a new lot, After all needs have
been filled, we will gell extras for 50 cents.
Chlefg, let me know what you need. Individual
needs, send a gelf-addressed, stamped envelope.
Honor system, please. Race Chairman, Norm Glueck
200 Ann St., Towanda, PA 18848

1979 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS

REGIONAL EXECUTIVE

Robert Burns, 47 Ontario St., Honeoye Falls, MY, 4472 716-624-2872

ASSISTANT REGIOWAL EXECUTIVE

Rich Goldwin, 2934 County Line Dr., Big Flats, N.Y. 14814 &07-562-3730

SECRETARY

Beverly Buckbee, 1013 Lincoln St., Elmira, N.Y. 14907 607-733-7545

TREASURER

Jerry Buckbee, 1013 Tincoln S%., Elmira, N.Y. 14901 607-733-7545

ACTTIVITIES DIRECTOR

Carl Matuszek, 4995 McFutt Run Rd., Campbell, N.T. 14821 605-52?—4&25

BIRECTCRS

The Sparkplug is the off-
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Opinions expressed herein
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ica., Articles or photos
may not be reproduced un-
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Editorially Speaking

The SPARKPLUG is the one facet of the Glen
Region where the entire cost to the Region is
paid directly back to the duss-vaying members.

Last year you might have asked what you got
for your $5.00 membership fee and I could have
answered, among other more intangible things,
the EPARKPLUG for about #3.00. This vear in-
stead of costing almost double the membership
fee, you gebt it for less than half your $10.00,
and I think you'll agree you also get a bhetter
locking, more readable paper to boot.

This savings came about in a number of ways,
not the least of which was dumb luck when I,
guite by accident, found a printer that could
provide as good, 1f not better guality at about
60% of the cost. Thig cogt, which is $9.75 per
page as opposed Lo $16.00 per page last year,
coupled with our increase in membership has re-
duced the per member price from $9.00 to aboutb
$4.25. Another savings was realized by distrib-
ubing several issues at meetings and events for
an estimated savings of $45-one month's malling
cost. The bottom line reads like this-last year
the SPAREFLUG cost #2800, this year $1700.

The only place this conscientious effort to
reduce spending has compromisged The quality of
the paper was in the veduced number of photos
that were usged. (As you can see in this issgue
I have splurged a bit this month to compensats.)
The reason for fewer photographs was that many
menths there was just too much copy to be in-
. cluded and to use a lot of pictures would have
meant extra pages-an asdditional cost I just
couldn't Justify.in this year when we were all
forced to be more finance-conscious.

I would like to thank those who have con-
trivuted material, time and effort to help me
these past two years and I sincerely hope they
will continue to support the new editors in the
production of one of the finegt regional pub-
lications in SCCA.

A gspecial note of thanks goes to the fol-
lowing people: Ade Ketchum who provided photos,
aggigfed in the producticn of every issue, and
helped with the mailing and without whose help
the SPARKPTIG would not have beeny; Blll Green
and Al Robinson who put =o much tlime and effort
into their excellent series on the history of
racing at Watkins Glen-and how ironic that this
month's last installment might alsc be the final
chapter ever for Grand Prix racing at the Glen;
and finally to the Buckbee's who helped so many
times with the tedious job of stapling, stamp-
ing, and labeling the more than 300 issuesg that
are mailed each month. Thank you again one and
all.,

NEW SPARKPIUG STAFF

The new SPAREKPTUG gstaff has been appoipted
and they are ready to take over editorship
with the January issue. Materisl for that
isoue ghould be directed to the new Editor-
Jerry Brown, 425 Moss Hill Rd., Horseheads,
N.Y. 14845, She will be ably assisted by
Karl Strauch, 125 Orchard Knoll Dr., Horse-
heads, N.Y. 14845

eport

1979 closes with the Region having ten Hat-
lonally licensed flaggers, eight Divigional
license holders and one Chief., T have issu=d
25 log books To prospective menmbers.

I feel we have had a good year for training
new flaggers and can honestly say we couldn't
have safely conducted racing at the Glen with-
out our new students.

LAgain this year a couple of races had to
run on tte short course due fto a pcor Turnout
of flaggers. Part of the problem is the con-
tinued political tenszion that seems to exist,
alsc race organizers fall to say Thanks to the
workerg truthfully for putting up with the ele-
ments and long hours. Putting it over the net
second hand is considered a phony, a rubber
stamp! IT would alsc help if there were fewer
events on our schedules and shorter work days.
No schedule ghould go over an 8 hour day, then
we could probably finish in 9 or 10 hours.

Our race program saw 137 flaggers partici-
pate up until September 9. With 23 possible
days, the average days per flagger was 8.4.
Higher than I expected, but fewer Than we
should have with strong neighboring regions
and R.C.A. ¥o draw from. Consider that 6 of
these 23 days were pro eventg., In closging,
I'm looking forward to next year with mixed
emotions. The possible losgs of our GP will
really hurt our flagger:days ratio unless we
can somehow make flagging a2t The Glen fun
again!

-Timothy G. Meddaugh
Flag Administrator

ctivities
Doate

For those of wou who were not at the Christ-
mas Party, I would like to announce that Brown &
Hauser Auto Sales will be the major sponsor feor
the 1980 Solo II Series.

For any of you who think that winbter is a
slow time of the year and that you have nothing
to do, please contact me immediately. I am
sure there is plenty of planning being done for
gll of our activities for which help is needed.
Remember that we are hosting the NEDiv Round-
table in March and that plenty of advanced plan-
ning is needed to make everycne's visit to the
Glen Region & pleasant one.

Until January, Happy Holidays.

—{arl Matuszek
Aetivities Director

FOR BALE: 1976 Datsun 280%Z, highly competitive
B84, placed 4th at 1979 CSFRRC, eligible for
one more year of regicnsl recing or would make
a goed rally or street car. Many new parts
installed before Road Atlanta (brakes, axles,
etc.) Hugh Cornell 814-326-4264
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story-41 Hobinson

nigtory-Bill Green

Tf 196G was a lean year for Formula I racing,
then 1970 was the beginning of the F1 boom which
has marked the international racing scens for
the last decade. The primary ingredient was
the zppearance of March Engineering as both =
works team and bullder of customer's I cars,

a role left vacant when Brabham cut back pro-
duction and Cooper left the scene altogether.
Chris fAmon and Jo Biffert were the main works
drivers, joined on ocecasicn by Mario Andretti
{the team was STF sponsored), while Ken Tyrrell
choge March chassig for the now Matra-less
World Champion Jackle Stewart and new Leammate
Johnny Servos-Gavin, and classic car dealer
Colin Crabbe fielded a car for Swedish rookie
Romnie Peterson. With the mid-yesr addition of
John Surtees' team, the car shortage of the
previous year became a glut of entries, and the
16,718, or 20-car fields of Eurcpesn races often
left establighed drivers out in the cold. Hard-
egt hit was Graham Hill, coming back from his
1969 injuries with Rob Walker's team and an old
Totus, who wound up as first alternate twice in
& TOW.

It was for this reason that the Grand Prix
Corporation opened the traditiomal 20-car in-
vitational field up to 24 starters, and lefd
the selection up to the twe daye of qualifying.
A total of 27 entries were received, with The
dubicus distinction of becoming the USGP's
first non-qualifiers going to Peter Westbury
(BRM), Andres de Adamich {McLaren-Alfa}, and
Pete Lovely (Lotus 49). "Bubble man", The
slowest qualifisr to make the show, was 1958
Formula Libre victor Jo Bonnier, while the only
Americean in the field was Texan Gus Hubtchinson
with his Brabham., Hubchinson retired sarly
when an auxiliary fuel tank broke loose.

Jacky Tckx looks over his bimes
with Ferrari team member

There were major changes at two of the lead-
ing teams, as Tyrrell had found the March un-
competitive end brought out his own car (neraly
a copy of the 1962 Matra) Tor Stewart to drive
a week earlier in Canada, and the retirement of
Servoz-Gavin copened the other team car to Fran-
cota Cevert, Meanwhile, the Lotus Team was

shaken at +the height of one of its most glorious
seasons by a Tatal accident at Monza (you have
probably sensed the irony of this phrase already).
Jochen Rindt, assured of the World Championship
after four straight wins, lost his life in prac-
tice for the Italian GP and his erstwhile Team-—
mate John Miles left Lotus as well, leavi . the
Gold Leaf crs to be handled in North Ame: ca

by rookie Emerson Fittipaldi and totally g 2en
Reine Wigell.

Jacky Ickx took the pole for Ferrari at
1:13,07, an average of 131.28 mph, Bubt it was
Jackie Stewart who shot inte the lead from his
outgide front-row starting position and pulled
away to lead past the three—guarter mark of the
108 laps. After slowing for several circuits,
ne finally parked with a blown engine cn lap 83,
handing the lead to Pedro Rodriguez' BhM, The
clovdy skies began to drizzle a fine rain, but
Pedrc geemed well in ceommand until the thirsty
BRM pitted for fuel on lap 100. That handed
the lead tco Emerson Fittipsldi, whe cruised
home to give Colin Chapman cne of hig most sab-
igfying victories. Rodriguer salvaged second
place, while Lotus' triumph was backed by Reine
Wigell in third. Ickx, Amon, and Derek Bell in
5 Surtses Tfollowed across the line, as 4 of
the 24 gtarters lasted the disbance. Fittipaldi
averaged 176,79 mph, an all-time USGP record,
while Ickx left the 2.%-mile cirvcuit lap record
at 1:02.74, 131,97 mph.

As we have noted in previous aerticles, 1971
was the year of the great rebuild atl Watkins
#len, extending the circult via the Boot and
completely revamping the northwest cormer of
the track with new tower, pits, and 90° turn.
For the summer events the course was used in
imder consbtruction" form, but by October all
the major facilities were complete and it was
acclaimed one of the two most modern road rac-
ing circuits in the werld (the other being Faul
Ricard in the South of France). Only the prox-
imity of the Armco barrier to the racing sur-
face occasioned negative comment from some
guarters. Fittingly, the largest field in
modern Grand Prix history was assembled, with
=11 30 entries scheduled to start. OCnly 29
cars Look the green flag, however, as lMario
Andretti had qualified for the second rTow
knowing that his committment tc a USAC make-up
race ab Trenton would take precedence over his
Ferrari Arive unless Trenton were to be rained
oul sgain. In fact, it was a beautiful weekend
a2ll over the Northeast, so the Ferrari sat park-
ed on race day. Mark Domohue was also missing
for the sams Teason, but David Hobbs took over
hig MeLaren entry.

Jackie Stewart was the Tirst pole sitbter on
the new circuit, at 1:42,642 or 118.445 mph,
but after 13 laps severe understeer forced him
to give way to Tyrrell teemmale Francols Cevert,
and nhe gradually slipped to fifth place. Cev—
srt won at 115.092 mph for the 59 laps, legd-
ing Jo Siffert (BRM), Rormie FPeterson (March),

Continued on Page 5
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Continusd from rvage &

ished his run and Hunt inherited a substantial
leed. In the closing stages the racing line
began tce dry enough that Andretti was able to
move in, but Hunt took the checker with a two-
second advantage. dJody Scheckter was third in
the Wolf, but saw his championship hopes van-
igh as Lauda finished right behind to sew up
his second title and Ferrari's third straight
manufacturers c¢rown. Regazzoni was fifth in
The Ensign, while Reutemann took sixth for Fer-
rari. As sometimes happens in wet races, the
attrition rate wag extremely low, with 19 fin-
ishers from 26 starters. Brett Lunger moved up
a place this year, to tenth with the BS Fabri-
cations MeLaren, and another Americarn was added
to the field in the person of Damny Ongais. It
wag not a pleasant F1 debut for the Flyin' Haw-
aiian, as he crashed after © laps.

In 1978, Watking Glen was able to toast an
American World Champion for the firet time in
18 years, and this time he was not Jjust a
gpectator as Fhil Hill had been in 1961. IMario
Andretti was the overwhelming favorite to bhe-
come the first Americn winner of the USGP, and
his popularity drew a crowd of awesome propori-
lons, even for the Glen in October. Banners
from "Go Mario" to "Forza Andretti" to "Mario
fer Pepe" were everywhere, and after practice
the scenario was holding besukifully. The
ground-effect Dotug 79 had cruised to the pole
at 1:38.711, bettering the pre-chicane speeds
for the first time. Then came the pre-race
warm-up and thingsg went haywire. Mario crash-
ed in the Loop when a half-ghaft snapped, and
an untried backup car was hurriedly readied for
the race, With chagsis tuning a matter of
guesswork, Andretti started from the pole with
the knowledge tThat his machine was not up to
standard. For two laps he led, but on the third
and fourth tours the Ferraris of Reutemarn and
Gilles Villeneuve swept by as though the Lotus
was standing still. Brakes were the culprit,
and after falling to fourth place the engine
blew on lap 27. It should have been a Perrari
1-2, but Villeneuve's engine also let loose on
lap 2%, so Reutemann stroked home a half a lap
shead of Alan Jones (Willisme)., Scheckbter was
agaln third for Wolf, while Jean-Pierre Jab-
ouille gave Renault its firegt pointe with his
fourth place. ZXEmerson Fittipaldi finally got
the Copersucar working tc take fifth, with 1977
Candm champ Patrick Tambay sixth for Mclaren.
An honorable INF was Jean-Pierre Jarier, whe
after pitting the TotTus team car early came
glashing back through the field, bresking and
rebreaking the lap record to leave it at
1:39,557, 122.411 mph, before retiring from
fourth in the closing laps. Among the 16 fin-
lshers were the perennial Tunger, 13th after
picking up a ride in the spare Ensign, Jjust
behind Bobby Rahal in the back-up Wolf.

The 1978 race is too fresh in the memory to
relate in detail, especially since its most im~
portant aspects were played out off the track
and are gtill in contentiorn to this day. Tet it
be recorded here that it featured a mixture of
the 0ld (rain, attrition, and the third Ferrari
victory in five years) with the new (Gilles Vil-
leneuve, Rene Arnowx, Didier Pironi, and Elio
De Angelis filled the first four positions,
each scoring peoints at the Glen for the first
time). Alan Jeones' pole time of 1,%5.613% was

of course a new record, but the race average
speed of 106,46 was the =econd slowest on the
present course. Alge remarkable was the fact
that six chassis were represented in the top
six finishers, and the 7 cars moving at the
checkered flag cut of 24 gtarters set a record
for mechanical futility.

EPILOGUE TO THE SERIES

We herdly planned this geries to end at a
Time of turmoil over the future course of racing
at Watline Glen. It is frulitless to speculate
over the future of Formula I racing, and to set
forth a weli-reasoned opinion of how things ar-
rived at their current state would require as
much ink as the whole series! Bulb perhaps our
efforts have made clear to our readers within
the Glen Region a couple of points which the
racent hysteria of the mass media has overloock-
ed. To wit:

(1) Road racing at Watkins Glen was nur-
tured from infancy to its years of glory
(whetever years you wish to choose) by
the support of local people, including
the Glen Region. The course 1s operated
not to make a profit or to asmuse the Jet
set, but toc attract visitors to a commun-
ity which relies on the tourist trade for
its livelihood. I feel ite recent elevat-
ion to an advertising medium for major
corporations, while valuable, hasg obscured
this point. Its success should be measgur-
ed not by lines of type in the glossy mag-
azines, but by i¥s impact on the local
BCONONY .

(2) A columnist in a local racing sheet
always closes Dy reminding readers that
"racing is the name of the game”. T
sometimes feel that we lose sight of that
each October ag world-famous personalities
compete in what is often a2 mediocre race,
and a plenty expensive one for those who
pay thelr way in. Were I a paying cust-
omer, abttending the three public race
meetings at the Glen this year, I would
have rated the value for money in the
order August-July-October. That's a
biased opinion to be gure, but I thirnk
the record shows an honest race for an
honest price is the most promotable.

In conclusion, let us use the past as our
guide to the future. The crisis of 1952 was
faced snd overcome, as have many problems
gince. The face of road racing has changed
from year to year, and Watkins Glen has chang-
ed with it, more often than not helping to shaps
the change. The 1980's will present immense
challenges to motor sports as we are confronted
with fuel restrictions, environmental restrict-
iong, and the ever-pregsent finamcial crunch.

We won't solve them by getting misty eyed about
the good old days or by finding devils on whom
to blame our crises. Rather, we in the Glen
Region will help to solve them by facing the
future with the same determination To succeed
which has helped to make Watkins Glen the Home
of American Rosd Racing. I'd like to underline
the word "American'", but that's a discourse

for another time. TFor new, just one mors thing
..... Let's go racing.

-41 Robinson
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Tern Years Ago
In the SPARKPLUG

DECEMBER, 196%

The last Spark Plug of the 1960"'g was graced
by Char Winter's superb art work both on the co
cover, where Santaz was depicted delivering a
formula car instead of a slot car, and inside,
where the Mercedes-Benz C1171 prototype was sket-
ched from four angles.

Christmas party pictures showed a varlety of
convivial members, guest speaker Jerry Thompson
of Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corvette fame at the
mike, and an earmest conversatlion bebtween pre-
sent znd future Area 11 Governors Beob Henderson
and Bob Perry.

Speaking of Bob Perry, at the middle of his
two-year tenure as R.E. he reported 78 events
conducted by the Region in 1969 and issued a
call for more paddock and F&C workers. An ac-
companying table showed a total of 111 race
officials licenses held by Region members, top-
ped by 31 in timing and scoring, 28 in tech, 20
in pit comtrol, and 13 in registration.

George Fdwards' Croocked Mile IV Rally drew 28
entries to run a 100-mile course located within
a six-mile radinsg of the first checkpoint....
apparently the territory was in southern Chemung
County as Mt. Zoar Road was traversed six times!
Chris and Dave Sonday emerged as winners.

Autocross champions {(now Solo II) were award-
ed by SCCA racing classes, plus Dune Buggy and
Ladies. The only double champion was Iyn Rex-
ford in A Sedan as well as the distaff cabegory,
while ¢ and D sedan went to the Mini-Coopers of
Rick Perry and Bill Petrie. Rick's car was of-
fered for sale in a classified ad gt $1300, race
prepared.

Fred Kepler in A Production was the Region's
only Area 711 Road Racing Champion, but Joe Sear-
les (BP), Alex Falck (DP), Vic Franzese (¥FB),
and Bill Stroud (FV) all claimed runner-up hon-
org. Of the dozen drivers receiving awards,
only the Wiernicki brothers are still asctive
today.

The end of the decade glso marked the end
of the Robingon editorship of the Spark Plug
after three memorable vears, and thus, this will
he the last column of The current series. AL
the time, SCCA's racing programs wers burgeoning
and the sky seemed to be the 1limit for "the
gport of the seventies". 4 decade later, that
opbimism has &issolved in the face of energy
crisés and power politics. Tet a brief passage
from my last editorial seems startlingly ap-
propriate:

", ..We ave embarking on an era in which
motorsports will come closer to being one
field, and the better SCCA members under-
stand that fact, the better off the club
will be."

I would like o thank all the Glen Region
members who have tzken the time to comment on
these columns over the lasgt year and a half.

T hope they have brought memories to veteran
mewbers and insight to the newer gtalwarts, for
they have brought both of these to me.

~A1 Robinson

johnson Resigns
P Post

The latest chapter in the continuing disma
that surrounds the fubturs of the USGE at Wat-
%ing Glen unfolded recently as Marketing Dir-
sctor FPeter Johnscon resigned his position.

Johneson leveled charges publicly that wany
of us have felt should have been discusse? by
the GP mensgement long before this 11 they hope
to give the impression te FISA that they are
gt all willing to right any of the problems
encountered at October's race.

Johnson said hig resignation was a "direct
result of continual disagreement with Corpor-
ation President Henry Valent and Executive Dir-
ector Maleolm Currie over management, philo-
sophy, operations and style'. What the track
needs, he said, "is organizatlon-putting To-
gether a better game plan. The problems can
be cured, but I haven't seen anybody trying to
do it-Valent or Currie. T think they need out-
gide help to put onm & betbter event. Bernile
Ecclestone has said he would be happy to bring
in memagement assistance to help Watkins Glen
get organired properly. I know in the press
This has been interpreted as Bernie atbempt-
ing to take contrel, but he dosen't want to
take control, he simply wants to have a better
event.”

As far as what chance the Glen has of keep-
ing the race, Johnson said hs Telt the approach
should be to go to FISA and say, "Look, we have
a tremsndous amount of public support to retain
the race st Watkins Glen and here's our plan to
cure the problems you say we have.'" Even doing
this, he felt the chances were gtill glim.

~Lyn Rexford

HELP..HELP. .HELP. .HELP. .EELP. .HELP. .HELP. .HELF

The following letter was recelved by Bill
Bradshaw recently. If anyone has information
on this piece of equipment please contact Bill.

Dear Bill:

Turing the GP weekend T lent the Time Rock
track loud hailer %o cne of your men to use
in ¢ontrol of the Vintage people...l wasg to
pick it up after cur Sunday race bub in the
confugion T missed the guy...l would like it
back if possible as the thing cost about a
hundred dollars...if you have it fine, if not
I would appreciate it if you could find cut
who has it...nany thanks for all your help
again and I just hope Watkins is able to keep
the GP with all the politics going on with the
FCCA gang...

-Jim Haynes







SPARKPLUG
370 N. Hampton Rd.
Elmira, N.Y. 14504

First Class Mail

PETITION EFFORTS SUCCESSFUL

Malcolm Currie, Executive Director of the
Watkins Glen Grand Prix left for Paris with no
less than 21,000 signatures of supporfters of
the race. He wag grateful and overwhelmed by
the effotts of all the people who hed helped
gather names on the Bernie Hosenbloom-originabed
petition. Currie was optimistic and seemingly
rightly so as the following day the story broke
that the Glen would be granted a one-ysar pro-
bation to get the organization back on track.

1980 APPOTNTMENTS

The following Committee Charimen have been
approved by the 1980 BOD: Membership-Rich
Goldwin; BPAREPIUG-Editor, Jerry Brown, Asst.
Editor, ¥arl Strauch; Solo IT-Mike Resley;
Rally-Lyn Rexford; Historian, Bill Green;
Inventory-Fhyllis Hogkinson; Merchandise-Kathi
Burns; Truck Administrator-Jim Breown; Ticense
Go-Ordinator-Judy Born; Registration-Barb Iut-
her; Scrutinesers-Ernie Walden; T&S-Dot Dronkers;
F&C-Tim Meddaugh; Medical-Jack Huntly and Nancy
Sayman; Race Recovery-Jerry Buckbee; Paddock-
Marge Cunninghkam and Terry Matro; Slide Show
Co-Ordinator-Ade Ketchum; Sponsorship Advisor—
Carl Matuszek. Other appointments a5 well as
complete gddresses will appear in the January
SPARKPIUG,

CLUB JACKETS

The time has come, I feel, when we should
start thinking about getting an official Glen
Regicn jacket. I have spoken to several peo-
ple about This and the response is enthusiast-
lecally positive., Greg Castanc ig contacting
a manufacturer and may have a sample Jacket at
the membership meeting in January.

At events such as the benefit rally and the
car show, we Region members need to be easily
identifiable to the public in attendance. A
¢lassy jacket would not only identify us as
members, but would alse convey to the public
that we are a 'classgy' club and proud of it.

Think about the idea, and let's talk about
it at the January meeting. '

~-Ign Rexford

=7 CORVENTION

FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 11980
THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

Colorade Region, SCCA, offers something
for EVERYONE!!!! The 1980 Denver SCCA Nat-
ional Convention will.be The most unique
Convention that you have ever attended, or
shall ever attend. Not only can you attend
a centrally located National Convention with
beautiful winter weather, and the opportunity
for post-convention skiing in Vail, BUT, you
can algo book a Tour of Higbtoric Denver, with
such gites as the Molly Brown House, or the
0ld mining town of Georgetown, Colorado. And
you will have the opportunity to gamble for a
good cause (the Gumnar Nilsson Cancer Fund),
with an end-of-the-evening auction with your
winnings for great prizes, including (we hope)
a ‘1980 gports car, sgkis, poles, boots and gki
equipment, snd other related items. You will
have the chance to rub shoulders with Formula
One personalities, here to help for the Cancer
fund.

The problem is, frankly, there is a lot of
lead time on some of these items. We mugt
have your commitments for Vail ($250.C0 de-
posit as below, cost will be $258-#62 per per—
gon per night, dependent upon size of uwnit
rented, and note that last year's rates per
person at Vail lodges in the ALA Tourguide
were $48-$73 per day), no laber than 12/20/79
and the side tours must be made soon there-
after. Naturaily, you're welcome 1n Denver,
but we probably can't invite you to join in
the extra festivities. Also, Continental
Arlines hag provided a toll-free number
(800-525-1130) for latest reservations, best
prices and help getting to Denver, bubt to beat
the price increaseg and to secure the lowest
fares, act early. For informaticn or regis-
Tration, contact:

Reservations for Convention ($50.)

Mg. Nancy Worley
7091 Bouth Enolls Way .
Iittleton, Coloradc 80122

Reservations for Vail ($250 déE%Eitif?
Celestial Deesvel '. = iy i
ABEn: Degsws .

: 3600 Bouth-F#egemite
Denver, Colemadc 80237

Ty,
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