In the Spirit of the Sport

EDITOR'S NOTE: The foliowing interview was
conducted with John Saunders, President of
Watkins Glen International at the WSI head-—

gquarters at 1 Baron Steuben FPlace, Corning,
M.¥. on January 22, 1985. The purpose of the
interview was to open a new line of communica—
tion between WEI and the Blen Region as well
a5 providing general information of interest.
Accompanying photographs are by Ade Ketchum.

. ——Lyn Rexford

SEARKRPLUIG: What was WEI's first pricrity for
1?84, and were you successful in accompl ish—
ing 1t7?

SOLINDERS: I'm not swre you could boil it down

te one priority, but I'd say it was to get the
race track up and running and to get it to an
acceptable standard. I think that is an all-
encompassing statement. e realize that in
the first year vyou can't be all things—it
takes vyears to build and come to a standard
such asz  Charlotte, Mid-Ohioc or Daytona. To
get the ftacility to an acceptable =ztandard in
the racing industry....and we were Very suc—
cessful in doing that. I might add that it
was a tremendous year of transition-especially
for SBCLA members with new management, new
policies, new facilities, new equipment-and I
think i1t's remarkable that given all of that
we  didn’t have any major problems at all, and
that's a credit toc the workers—it certainly
im.

SPAREPLUG: Az a Follow—up to that, what
degree of success did you achieve in meesting
the stated objectives of WGI-that it be a
profit center, that it would offer a broad
base of activities, that it would provide
guality racing, and that it would suppart the
ebject— ives of Corning Enterprises, namely.
providing jobs, tourism, and improving the
guality of community 1ife?

SAUNDERS: I think that i1if we can jump o
objective four which is supporting the obijiect—
ives of [Dorning Enterprises—that is the most
signiticant accomplishment in ‘B4, We have

“Never once did  worry about what was happening out on that
race track -- never once. That’s a credit to the Glen Region.”
-- John Saunders

new jobs, we have brought new peopls
to the area. I think we’'ve opened the facil-
ity with a taste of gualitv. The other thres
ohjectives are objsctives which are not short—
tErm. A= with anvy business, it fakes & fTew
yvears of constant reinvesisent of vour reven—
ues  to arhievse the kind of facility that will
generate long-term profits. So thoss are ob-
jectives that are on the right track but they
are on—going. Yeou just can’t measure them af-
ter your first veanr of operation.

provided
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Regional Executive Report

To those who attended the Seneral Member-—
ship meeting 1/19/785~thank you for the sup-—
part! To those who could not attend, again I
urge you to do so whenever possible as  many
projects are in the making. Your input is
vital to your Club.

I wish to thank Dave Davies and Committee
for an excellent budget presentation. In ad-—
dition, thanks alsc for initiating the Equip-
ment lLease proposal to WGI. This should re-—
lieve the +financial drain of maintenance as
well az create incomes from assets  that in the
past could not provide us a return.

1985 Officers

REGIONAL EXECUTIVE
Richard Chambers, Box 188K, Texas Hollow Rd.,
Burdett, NY 14818 (607) 546-8307

ASSISTANT REGIONAL EXECUTIVE
Timothy Meddaugh, Honeypot Rd., RD 2, Candor,
NY 13743 (607) 659-7103

SECRETARY
Elizabeth Page, 5271 Sawdey Rd., Beaver Dams,
NY 14812 (607) 739-2812

TREASURER
Beverly Buckbee, 1013 Lincoln St., Elmira
NY 14901 (607) 733-7545

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR
Thomas Sparting, 516 East High St., Painted Post,
NY 14870 (607) 962-0711

DIRECTORS
William Green, ED #1, Montour Falls,
NY 14865 (607) 535-9364

Directors

Adrian Ketchum, 30 Jennings 5t., Corning,
NY 14830 (607) 936-8235

Phyllis Hoskinson, 1434 Qld State Rd. Ext.,
Waterioo, NY 13165 {315} 539-5363

Eleanor Perry, 131 East High St., Painted Post,
NY 14870 (607) 962-1351

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
Carl Matuszek, RD #1, Box 67, Campbell,
NY 14821 (607) 527-4423

The SPARKPLUG is the official
publication of the Glen Region,
SCCA, Inc. Opinions expressed
herein are not necessarily those
of the Glen Region or the Sports
Car Club of America, Articles or
photos may not be reproduced
unless prior written permission is
obtained from the editor. Al
inquiries concerning this publi-
cation should be sent to: Lyn
Rexford, 370 N. Hampton Road,
Elmira, NY 14904. (607) 734-2628
Deadline for ail material is the
first of each month.

NMow is the time to mark the calendar for
Schonls and Seminars. They are provided to
assist you and sharpen vour skille-be therst!

It is opwr intent to have a speaker from
the Sheriff's Department at the March 23rd
General Membership meeting. The speaker will
address the problems and concerns of DWI. I
hope =ach of you will make an extra effort to
attend—I'm certain it will be very intforma-—
tive. Don’'t forget, the February 23rd meeting
is movie night with 2 dish to pass dinner be—
fore {(bring vour favorite dish).

How about onz of vyou Rally enthusiasts
stepping forward and heading up the ‘85 pro-
gram? You've enjoyed it and now it needs vour
support. Call Tom Sparling {(?62-3683) and
lend a hand.

I will be heading to S5t. Louis for the
Mational Convention and will b2 atcompanied by
zeveral Board members. MWe will observe and
cover as many of the seminars as possibie in
order to bring back the latest in SCCA to you.

Tim Meddaugh and crew have worked hard to
make the ‘8% NEDIV Rounditable {March 8-10) at
the Corning Hilton a success. Your support
and attendance will do just that. Rumors have
it that Eleanor Perry will be producing anoth—
er million seller—don’'t miss it!

Footnote: Sorehead point leaders are Bill
{Green) and Carl {(Matuszek?.

In the Spirit of the Sport
Dick Chambers, R.E.

From The Editor’s Desk

1 hope wou Find the interview with John
Saunders as interesting, informative and execi-—
ting as I do. The idea for the interview and
the guestions to pese came from simply listen—
ing to the concerns of many members. An at—
tempt was also made to pinpoint areas that
would help us better understand not only WGI,
but alsc John Saunders himself.

I was wvery impressed with Jobn's honest,
straightforward, sincere, perceptive respon—
=1=1=8 He never hedged-nor did he sguirm. The
fact that he respects and appreciates the Heg—
ion came through louvd and clear. We can take
great pride in the fact that he holds the Glen
Region in such high esteem.

John i=s keenly aware of the nesd for com—
munication with the membership and has indica-—
ted interest in establishing an on—going dia-
log wvia the SFARKPLUG- I think vou’ll agree
the space devoted to such a dialog ceuldn’t be
put to a better used.

——Lyn Rexford
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Fifteen Years Ago In The Sparkplug

The lead story for February, 1970 focused
on  the recent sanctioning of ow Divisional

Rally—the 6GBlen Tour II, and a review of the
very successful  Blen Tour I. The first event
had so impressed the rallyists that it had

been suggested we stage the 1970 event as a
Mational. However, cocl heads prevailed and it

remained a Divisional level ralliy set for
April 25,
n the regional rally scene, the “Gatesway

to the Seventies® rally attracted 21 teams who
braved typical winter weather on  January 18th
to kick off the season. John McBuillen and
John Busher tock top honors in the rally which
was Chaired by Dusty and Elingr Rhodes.

In "Robinspon on Racing™, Al presented a
who's—going—to-drive—-what-for-whom preview of
the upcoming Formula ©One season. The only
driver mentioned who is still actively compet—
ing today was Maric Andretti who was announced
as & part—time Lotus pilet.

RE Bob Perry outlined a new worker licens—
ing procedure wherein licenses would bhe routed
through the specialty adeministrator and on  to
the license co—ordinator. Formerly all
licenses werse handled by the RE and Bob init—
tated the change since he felt only the spec-—
ialty administrator truly knew who was gualif—
ied to kold a license in each specialty. {How
simple some things were back theml)

The Solo 11 Board appointed Administrators
to oversee tech, registration, +timing, and
flagoing. Those Administrators would act in
an advisory capacity at solo events and wowuld
alsn train new people in the various areas.
The ’'shopping list’ of new eguipment presented
to the BOD included pylons, helmets and a
Heuer timing slave unit which would allow the
simul taneous timing of two cars.

—Llvn Rexford

NEDiv Roundtable Update

The Glen Region will host the MEDIV Round-
table March B8-10 at the Corning Hilton Inn,
Corning, M.¥Y. The event will get undesrway
Friday evening with registration and a welcome
party from 8-10 pm.

On  Gaturday, registration will continue
from 8-2? am. Beginning at ? am there will be
a day-long schedule of seminars covering the
full range of SCCH activities and interests.
Some of the seminars and their moderators in-

cludes: Regional Management and Public Rela-
tions, Rill King-5CCA Manager of Fublic Rela-
tions Ffor Club Racing and Marketing; Race
Safety and Race Medical, Dr. Willian Colom—

MEDIV #Medical Administrator, Bill Bradshaw—
MEDIV Safety Steward, Bob and Kathis Burns.

Other seminars
and Communications,
MEDIY Scheduls, Rally
the NEDIV Stewards.

planned imnclude Flagging
Solc Satfety Stewards,
and an open talk with

Following the working sessions, everyone
will have a chance to unwind at a wineg tasting
beginning at & pm at the Wine Center of the
Finger Lakes. A buffet will follow {back at
the Hilton) and entertainment will be provided
in the Eleanor Perry/Glen Region Singers/ade
Ketchum Slide Show tradition.

The 30
dance at all

registration fee includes atten—
seminars, coffee breaks, lunch,
the wine tasting, cocktails and the dinner
banguet. Those Gilen Region members who wish
to attend only the wine tasting and banguet
may do so for ¥15. FRegistration fees must be
paid by March 1 {for either the entire Round—
table or just the banguet!. Send checks pay-—
able to the &len Region, SCCA to the Round-
tabie Registrar—Joni Mattice, Sil Herrick St.,
Elmira, N.Y¥Y. 14904

This FRoundtable provides us with a great
opportunity to l=arn more about our activities
and specialties az well as to meet members
from throughout the northeast. 1t promises to
be both enlightening and entertaining—plan now
to attend.

Public Relations

Being recently appointed Public Relations
Chairperson, I look forward to the chalilenge
involved in getting the Region’'s name before
the public. The job that Uave Snyder did was
excelient and bevond the call of duty—which
makes filling his shoes very difficult.

In order to fill1 the task &t hand, I need
your assistance. IFf you have any newsworthy
information please contact me.. Remember, am—
ple lead time is necessary. To get proper ex—
posure for our Club we need to know where our
information is being used. If you live out—
side the immediate Corning area please clip
any articles you read and send them to me.
Also let me know i¥ you hear any Glen Region
news on your local radio stations.

Thanks for your assistance and I lock for—
ward to doing the best Jjob possibles  for the
Blen Regiona.

——Connie Davies

Upcoming Events

FEBRUARY 17——dJdoint Meeting, BOD and Chiefs of
Specialties, Administrators, and
Board Chairmen
1:00-2:30 pm non—race related
2245-4:30 pm race related
West Elmira Fire Departme=nt

23—General Membership Meeting
Fotluck Dimmer/Movie Might
& pp—Fotluck Dinner——Bring a dish
to pass and table service, meat
and beverages provided
g pm—General Membership Mesting
followed by Movie Might
Hest Elmira Fire Department

MARCH 8—-10-——NEDIV Rpundtable-see details
in related articie on this page
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Continued from page 1

SPARKPLLIG: Were there alsp disappointments or
aspects that didn't measuwre wup to expecta-
tions?

SAUNMDERS: 111 have to think about that for a

second. I found out that weather can be a
norribly depressing element in my life. Dis—

appointments....no, there were no major disap—
pointments. There are some internal problems

we're working on now, nothing too major, they
are just organizational requirements and I
fesl totally confident that we’'ll overcome

those this vear. He haven't had a race can—
celled on us, we haven't had any catastrophic
kind of happening at the race track and I
think we're wvery fortunate to be able to say
that we don’'t have any major disappointments.

SPARKPLUG: How has the assocociation with the
International Speedway Corporation besn a ben—
aefit to WEIT?

SOLUNDERS : Tremendously, Jjust tresendously.
They 've been in the business for over a guar-
ter of a century and they re perhaps the most
successul racing esntity in the United States-—
perhaps world-wide. They have a high degree
af expertise within their organization and
they provided us advice and consultation that
just simply wasn't available locally. It's a
marriage we're very proud of and we fesl hon-—
ared that they are a2 part of ocur organization
antd they certainly have lived up to their part
of the bargain in supporting the endeavor.

SEORKPLUG: What do vou see for the facility
five years down the road-—-in 19307

SAUNDERS: Good guestion. To begin with, I
e larger crowds. Perhaps a CART or MASCAR
race would be on the annual schedule—hopefully
sooner than that. We do +teel that we nesd to
bring in another type of event that is as
large, it not larger than the IMSA series.
{BPARKFLUEB-In addition to, or in place of, an
sxisting race?} Iin addition to. I spe an on-—
going program for improving the facilities—
mainly, and we're talking five yvears down the
road, in water, sewage, landscaping, roads,
those sorits of things. But an on-going pro—
gram of making that a very enjoyables place to
visit—-kind of a park theme. ®hat else would I
invision—greater sSponsor participation. Per—
haps breaking away for just a moment from mot-—
or sports—and we're having a little taste of
this for '85-trying other kinds of events to
i1l the gaps in the summer. #He're trving
that a little this year, but expanding on that
hecause we can’'t have a professional race
every wmneskend.

SPARKPLG: 50 in essence, what yvou sese for
pro racing by 1990 is the addition of one more
race with a different sanctioning body.

SAUNDERS: 1 should clarify that., Specifical-
ly what I mean is we could, logistically, only

handle Ffour, maybe {five, major professional
events a year. The weather constraints, bas—
irally June through e=arly October, and given

what the staff is capablse
moting vyou're looking at  four, mavbe five,
sajor events. Then sprinkled in are many
small spectator and non-spectator weekends.

ot etfectively pro—

SPAREFPLUG: Do vyou see amateur
strong in the2 future as it is now?

racing as

SALMNDERS = One of my obiectives and one of my
committments +to the Region this vear is &o
help spark new interest in the SCCA—primarily
in the worker area. But I'e certain new mem—
bership drives are alsoc going to spark com—
petitor interest and 1 do see it as a growing
sport or section of the sport. There are all
kinds of ways you can go racing now for under
£#2000—-in fact you can go racing professionally
for under $BOCC. It's a new trend in  the
United States—-SCCA has  their Showroom Stock
seriss and IMSA is coming out with a similar
type of series, OFf course, the clubs have
promoted that ftype of thing for a2 long time
and it’'s certainly growing.

“I found out that weather can be a horribly depressing element
in my life”.

SPARKFPLUG: Are yvou commiti=d to the develop-—
ment of the June spectator national intc an
event the likes of which Elkhart Lake enjoys
with their June Sprints?

EAUNDERS: That's +the ohiective and we are
committed to doing that. e are not setting
owr goals too high-we realize that’'s going to
be a three vyear plus building effort. It s
going to require constant re-investment of
whatever we make on that event back into the
promotion of the event the next vyear and the
next year atter that. It"s going toc take soms
time. We‘ve got creative thinkers in the or-—
ganization and part of making that event grow
is making it worthwhile for the competitors to
come to the Glen and sparking interest from
the competitor’'s side as well as having other
kinds of happenings going on to keesp the spec—
tator enthused. We'll slowly intsrject those
things into the svent as time goes on—but we
consider  that event a long—term building =2§f-
fort.

SFARKPLUG: Have vou besn approached., or would

you consider, either adding or substituting a
Can—Am or Formula One race?

Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

SAUMDEREB: We have not besen formally approsch—
ed, although there have been inguiries through
third-parties as tn our interest 1n the Can—HAm
series,. What we're going to do this year is
to pay very close attention to the success of
the series, and follow closely the purse
structuwre, manufacturer contribution and the
cantingency awards to that purse structwre.
See the level pf sponsor interest and see the
entry level amnd see how consistent it is
through the season and then make a decision
for "84, Hegarding Formula One, no ws have
not been approasched and the only way we would
consider Fl-well we would always consider
something, 31§ there’'s an opportenity you al—
ways have to consider it—but the only way we
wonild agree to a Fl date would be 14 there was
some kind of restructuring of the purse. It's
very, very expensive and I feel we’'d have to
make tremendous capital improvements to get F1L
here and in order for us to be able to afford
thozse we’'d have to see some concessions in the
purse or some sort of building relationship.
In my opinion, it's very unlikely that it will
happen. Vary unlikely. And quite frankly, 1
don't think Fl wants to come back. I  wyou
lock at their trend in the United S5tates they
aren t courting any race tracks, they're cour—
ting large metropolitan areas and that's their
new marketing strategy. There are certainly
aother tracks that would consider it-—perhaps
some of the California tracks, the warm weath-—
sr—hut  they aren’'t courting the tracks they
are interested in the metropolitan arsas-

SPARKFLUG: What changes and improvemsnts are
planned for the physical plant?

SOUNDERS: Forr this coming vear it is not go—
ing to be as intense as it was last year, but
we're going to continue on. Some of the no-—
ticable improvements will he the restructuring
and strengthening of the pits. 1l the con—
crete is  being repouwred—-we ve done 30% of the
pits already and we will finish the other 70%
through "85, making the pits structurally
sound again. Considerable improvemenis will
be made in the press tower—it wiil be re—
painted, there will be a restructuring of the
first floor seating facitities which have al-
ways been very congested and we're looking at
drop ceilings, itnsulation and bathrooms.
There will be considerable excavation work on
roads and drainage. WHe're putting drain tile
under the Ffields-these are things you don’t
see—but we dig down to the water table, lav
tile in the ground and recover i1t and that
will seek to draw the water off when it rains.
We'll continue on wiith some road improvemsnis,
and thers will be considerable investment io
small equipment-radioc sguipment, office eguip—
ment—as we continue to gear up to be totally
on Our oien. We're s5till quites dependent on
equipment from DPaviona at race time and we're
trving to break that dependence. Part of that
small egquipment funding has alsc been earmar—
ked +or improvement of the FA system.

SPARKPLUG: What special challenges and what
physical changes will be necessary to stage
the 24 Houw race?

SALINDERS s
ges first.

Let 's address the physical challen—
Obhviouzsly, we'll need lighis-we've

already done one model of a light which has a
flashing vyellow and flashing red and we've
figured out how we can mark them and post them
out near the guardrail so the correr worker
will be able to stand back and operate it with
a switch. We'll have to do that for all 30
plus stations. We'll have to do some lighting
in the spectator areas for protection of the
spectator. Host of the changes will be re-
quired on the race track itself for driver
satety and worker safsty. To ease the burden
of scoring cars, lights will be needed at the

start/finish 1line and above the starier’'s
bridge. fiz far as other challenges the
greatest chailenge is worker participation—

and that's not just the 24 Hour race, that's
the gntire season. As I've mentioned +to the
Glen Region Board on many occasions, Watkins
Gien International is committed to help build
membership and worker interest. KWe will
actively assist in the promotion of new mem—
bers, providing the facilities to train these
peaple, and giving them the sxperience they
need so that there isn't this burden en the
existing work force. So 1 think the greatest
challenge is structuring that program and gst-—
ting it communicated to the members. Theres

are a lot of people out there who are saying
they don’'t krow what’'s going on-so we have to
get that comaunicated—just what the offering
isa

SPARKPLUG: There has been a lot of talk, and

a lot of concern among the workers that John
Savnders wants to cwut  the number of workers
this year—what you've just told me seems to be
just the opposite—is this a rumor or what?

SAUMDERS: It's a misinterpretation of what
I'm trying te say. Perhaps I'm not communica—
ting that correctly. What I'm saying is that
there has to be an agresment on a per-race
basis of bhow many workers we’'ll allow. And
this is purely from an organizational point of
view—we nesd to know how many people we need
and then set that 1limit. That level, the num-—
ber of workers, is not expected %o go down—in
+tact the levels we established last year, in
total , were never excesded even though we had
more per specialty for the Trans—Am specific-
alliv. So even though people are getting very
upset over this, I'm not anticipating dropping
the numbers I'm just saying we've got to  set
the limit and then live with that. But I
don 't think the workers will reach that level-—
whatever it is.

SPARFPLUG: So there will be room in the limit
you 52t t0 bring in new people so they can be
properly trained.

SAUNBERS: Right. The system for establishing
these limitations is this—it’'s a concurrence
of the Pro Workers Committee. In essence what
I say to them is—-tell me how many people we
need-and  they concur and they all agree, and
that 's it. It's pmot a sole decision on my

part—I may air an opinion where I think it may
be too many then it s open for discussion and
if they can justify the numbers then I'm not
going to fight i%. I know this is hard for
workers to wunderstand and this was never ask-
ed of the regiocns in prior years with the for-—
mer management. But, vou know we do this with
any other depariment of Watlkins Glen. We know

Continued on page &
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how many ticket sellers there will be, we know
how many security officers there will be, wa
know how many food concessicnaires will be
there-therse’'s a number and from an organiza—
tional gpoint of view we have to button that
ernd  down. It's cartainly up for discussion—
it’'s not a number that is cast in concrete and
T felt I had aired my position guite well but
apparently there has been some misinterpreta-
tion. I hope this will correct it.

SPAREPLLUG: Speaking about the 24 How race
itself—given the improvements you'll have to
make, the unpredictability of the weather at
that time, the reduced number of daylight
hours, and given that the race almost seems
anti-climactic +ollowing the Mew York S00-was
this a race you actively pursued or was it one
that, shall we say, was strongly suggested yon
add to the schedule?
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“I feel the membership owes greater trust in their Board. Never
once did they sacrifice the value of the Glen Region. That is
remarkable and something [ admire tremendously.”

SAUNDERS = It was a combination of both. If
we didn’'t feel it was right +for the Glen we
wouldn't have scheduled it. It's the series
Championship-the final race. We knew there
would e a certain level of sanufacturer in-—
terest and that’'s how we're approaching it.

We feel it's good for Matkins Glen +to build
it’'s credibility with manufacturers. I+ you
ook at the list of cars eligible for this

race it covers all the American and practical-—
v all the Ewopean cars and many of these
manufacturers will be coming in. Kendall has
also expressed a strong interest in being here
for the race and they are obviously involved
with the GBlen, but they are very excited asbout
this race. Firestone is a good customer of
Hendall and we know Firestons will bz here
with many of their top srecutives-in fact the
awards banguet wiil be here in Corning that

Sunday night. There again, that's something
good for the local community—generating
restaurant business. You know, I view it as

an opportunity for Watkins Gien to build its
credibility with manutacturers and the
sponsors of the industry. We don’'t anticipate
large spectator turnout in the first year.
We're beaing very reasonablie about our

ohisctives—we re going to encourage it-but
we're not viewing this as a major IMSA event
though we do hops that somedsy it will grow to
that. But it was not soemething that was for-—
ced on us and, no, we didn't go out and activ—
ely sesek it. It was & combination of both.
The opportunity was theres and we seized on it.

IMEA Feels it's right for us; Dayiona feels
that it's a good venture, and we feel it's
right.

SPARKPLUG: Then vou plan on having this on

the schedules sach vear.

SAUNDERS: It's difficult to speak to that
without having the experience under your belt,

but at this point it's ow intention that it
be a multi-yvear commiitment. I+ we do have
serious weather problems we would certainly

address this with IMS8 and look
event to the warmer monthe.

at moving the

SPARKPLUG: After over a year of co-operative
sgfforts with the S5CCA what doss John Saunders,
Fresident of WBI, not Glen Region =menbsr,
think of the organization?

SAUNDERS: I°11 answer that gusstion very
honestly. I feel the membership owes greater
trust in their Board. Granted, whsn vour are a
member 4 you are entitled to wvoice your

opinton, but the Board of Directors of the
Hlen FHegion strongly supported WGEI, and at the
same time, they strongly supported and main—
tained the position of the Glen Region. Never
gnce did they sacrifice the value of the Slen
Region—never once did they do  that. That is
remarkable and something I adeire tremendous—
ly. I have not met with the new Board vet and
I don't know that that mix will still bz there
—that magic-hut I assume it will be and I have
an open mind abowut it. But I think that the
membership—and 1I°'m not approaching this from a
negative point of vigw-I really feel they ows
more trust in their Board. These people wori
very hard—I " ve been in meetings with thems when
they ve been very frustrated but they alwavys
kept their cool and always Ffound the solution
and it was one that was in the best intersst
of the majoritv- I admire that. From the
racing point of view, I’'ve never ssen anything
work so well. It 's such a well oiled piece of
machinery—they have their specialties, they
have the chiefs of those specialties, there is
an arganirzation, thers is a standard operating
procedure,; there’'s a higrarchy to solve any
problems. Never once did I worry about what
was happening out on that race track-never
once. I was allowed, at race time, to worry
about spectators and those are the people who
pay the bills. That's a credit to the Glen
Region. They took tremendous pressureg on
themselves and they oproduced a first-class,
A—one  jobk. I can’t say enough good things
about that. Mever once, never once was there
a flaw in their organization, was there a dif-
ference so grand that it reguired my atten—
tion. They solved the problems among bhem—
selves within the organization and it's just
truly remarkable how that works. Highly
skilled, highly professional, dedicated-these
specialties—you den't acguire that skill over

Continued on page 7
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a year. I could go on with names of people
and I'm just amazed at how well they know
their specialty and the technical aspects of
thi=s businescs. For a veolunteer organization
it is extraordinary. 1 could compare it to
the wvolunteers who help with the LPGA-they
work with the gallery, crowd control-but the
race work is highly technical and takes years
af learning and it’s just amazring how that
machinery ran.

SEARKPLLIEG: HWe re
certainly very proud

of oDur race organiz-—
ation, and it is very
rewarding to hear hos
pleased vou are with
the sffort.

As  a relatively new
meaber of the Glen
Region, what do vou
think of our level of
activity and inter-—
action with ithe com-—
munity in arsas other
than racing?

SOUNDERS: You have a
very high profile in
the community which
is a positive—-a very

a challenge +or
people interested
always asking the
and I'm getting
Board.

me trying to keep that many
antd actively involved. I'm

guestion, what can we do,
positive feedback from the

SPARKPLUG: Have vou encountered any particul-—
ar difficulties in establishing yvour own per—
sonal credibility—given the fact that the pos-—
itions you Fformerly bheld were in non—race

related areas?

SAUNDERS: Mo, I
aven "t. I haverr't
found any brick walls
because of my back-
ground. Feogle have
besn very supportive
of my efforts in WHat-—

kins Glen—not only
hetre  in Corning En-
terprises, but ir

SCCA, in IMBA, Dayto—
nas the industry as a
whole has been wvery
supportive in getting
this business launch-—
ed. fAs for the press

that's something
wher= vou hawve to
zarn their respect,

and that takes time.

high profile. You P mm%

gponsor  rallies  and .“{%?E

solos thatl benefit . é}"g\ H SEARKPLUG: in clo—
not—for-profit organ-— N . - o005 sing, are there any
izations; civic mind- b fﬁﬂﬁiﬂ other comments  you
Eds_ very charitable ARKERY mould iike to make
attitude. I once girectiy to the vel-
wrote & letter to

Dave Davies that the
attitude of the Reg-
ion was very such in
ling with the ocbiect-—
ives of Co;rning En—
terprises. Those are

the kinds of things that improve the guality
of life arpund here. When yvou can have 2 Solo
11 in the street and parking lot of the Decker
Building and have such a tremendous turnout.
HWe were there driving the pace cars, it was
exciting, it was something geing or on a Sun-—
day aftternocon.

SEARKPLUG: A= 2 manager who is used to work—
ing with paid employees, do you Find it dif—-
ficult working with so many volunteers?

SAUNDERG: Yes. The right mechanism is not
always e=xercised in  letting me bnow their

nesds. Az I said, this is where there should
be more +trust in  the Board of Directors be-—
cause they do voice the needs in a very diplo—
matic fashion and a fashion I can react to.
it’s important that the nesds are communicated
to the chisf of specialty then to the Regional
Executive or a Board member. I'm not sure I
have a true understanding of the needs-that s
not a negative-that’'s just a communications
aspect we have to work on, and we will. I
haven 't fpund it irritating, in fact it s been

“There are so many people who go unrecognized, but [ know
they are out there and I appreciate their efforts and thank them.”

unteer race workers,

or Just general com—
ments vou woulid like
to convey?

SAUNDERS: figain, I can’t say s@nough good
things about all the pecple, many that I don't
even know and wish I had the time te mest. The
people  who stand out on staticn for 12 hours
in all kinds of weather conditions—they re not
going unnoticed, we know they're there and we
appreciate that. It there was a way to thank
gach of them individually, I would. There ars
50 many peEoble who go unrecognized, but I know
they are out there and I appreciate their ef-
ftorts and thank them. I'm looking Forward
this year to building the worker force and
membership and I'm looking forward to wWoarking
aven closer with the GBlen Region than we did
in "B4. I've come to know many of ths people
in the Region and have enjoved the assocaition
with them. They, in turn, then gt me out for
things like Solo 11 and other club activities.
S0 1'm looking forward to "BS and working with
all of the members.

SEARKELUG: John, thank vou
spending this time with us.

vary much for
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Pvlon Parade

Here we are in  the middle of winter, cold
and  knee deep i snow. Most of uws  Solo
IT"ers are busy planning for the upcoming
1985 season, Those of us who are content
with regional competition are schemeinmg on
what it will take (and cost) to get  that
extra edge to ensure vichtory. And of course,
those who orave the NeDiv competition  are
more than awars of  what it will reguire to
Bring home & 178t place trophy.  Not since
1977 has that accured.

1983 will see the Glen Region host  the
Roundtakle. The dates are March 8 — i0. There
will be & Solo Il Safety Steward gsominar, for
the exact day and time you can contact the
Solo Il Board or read future issuves of the
Bparkplug. It would he greatly appreciated i+

all  those who are capable and willing would
attend the Safety Steward Seminar. You don®t
have to be a Solo Il competitor either. Wilkh
out an ample supply of safety sterards, we
risk burnning out  those we mPew have, it
would be a shame to cancel a Solo [I  after
&ll the hard work required to put it on just
because we lack a safety steward. Fleass

attend it if you can.

The Solo I1  HBoard had it $irst meeting on
Januaey 207 th, The region's Solo I1
regulations were extensively rewritten  and
hopefully improved. The intent of the

extensive revision was o create a puality
document that can be sold along with the
mational Solo Il rulesbook. We are discussing
selling the regulations by themselves for

PPN . cost, or giving them away with
purchase of the mnational rules. I  anvone
desires a copy before the seaszon beging,

write me a letter or see me at the membership

meatings. The changss are too numersus  to
list in this article. Many of the things
that we have always done were pever even
discussed in either the naticnal noe  the
region  supplements. It appgars that the
supplemental rule book that we are creating
Wwill be 14 - 16 pages in length.

The 198% Solo 1 schedule might come out a
little later than we got out last vear. Our
two most preferred lots and the track are
still uncertain. We are planning on  making
ancther mass mailing wuf schedules again. The
mailings brouwght ws in many members last
yaary, and with a different strategy we hope
Lo get even more new entries. I+ you have
any questions, advice, complaints, or what
evar, please let us know. You can write us,
telephone ws, ©or see us ab  the membership
meetings. Hope to see vouw in April.

Joszeph Larozzoni

For Sale

LOLA T342 FORMULA FORD—4resh Wenz engine,
chassis rebuilt and stiffened, three sets of
wheels, spare gear box, engine bleck, parts,
gears, etc. Roller 3000, Engine $3000.
Contact Doug Born (&07) 739-8934 or Dennis
Cotton (&607) 3352704,

1783-84 VOLKSWAGEM/BILSTEIN CUP CHAMPION RAB-—
BIT~FPaul Hacker's #0, saxtra body and enough
parts to nearly build ancther car, transporter
and more. HNo reasonable offer refused! Can-—
tact Faul Hacker {(518) 738-9412 or Keith Wyck-
off (&07) Z72-2447.

LOME ANT GET IT: 1970 (pel &T. 1900 cc sin-
gile carb engine. Car completely dismantled.
Body patched up. #6&bandoning Solo II project.
If yvou'll haul it away, it's yours for FREE!!!
Call Dave Snyder at (315 U536—8932 after & pm.

1985 Northeast Division Officials

EXECUTIVE STEWARD
John Borntholdt
F.0. Box 1191 R.D.#i
Mt. Holly, N.J. CBOLD

DEFUTY EXECUTIVE STEWARD
AREA 1
Floyd Stone
33 Summer Street
Shrewsbury, MO 013545

DEFPUTY EXECUTIVE STEWARD
ARES 2
Al Grosser
222 Seminole Drive
Fittsburgh, F& 13228

DEPUTY EXECUTIVE STEWARD
AREA 10
Bob Henderson
14 HMountain View Drive
Honepys, MY 14471

MEDICAL ADMINISTRATOR
William Colom
12 Burrows Street

Mystic, CT 04355

DRIVER LICENSING
Bill % Sue Davis
748 Zeggeri Road
Endicott, NY 13760

POINTSEEEPER
Sue Rogers
59 Kipps Trail Park

Hudson, MY 12534

DIVISICGMAL ADMINISTRATORS:

FLAGGING % COMMUNICATIONS
Howard Mahony
1001 Totternham Ct.
Sterling, VA 22170

RACE CONTROL
Bette French
8 Rocky Hill Road
Milford, MH 03055

SCRUTINEERES
Jim Farrar
5357 Howell Park Drive
Elizabeth, P& 19037

STARTERS
Bug Witliams
S005 Bridgepori Drive
Suitland, HMD 20744

SAFETY ADMINISTRATOR
Eill Bradshaw
R.D.#1, Box 8
Mansfield, PA 16933

TIMIMNG & SCORING
Jenny Pukalski
3223 Farkwood Lans
Falls Church, VA 22042

REGISTRARS
Lois Hauser
923 Higgins Drive
Odenton, MD 21113
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SCCL

Yokohama Tire Corporation of Montebello,
California will sponsor the 1985 SCCA Soic I1
series of national and divisional svents. The
announcement was made by Bob Radford, manager
of the S5CCA Rally/Solo Department.

¥Yokohama will have a major role in the
1985 SCCA Solo II Mational Championship runoff
at Salina, Kansas, September 18-22, and, in
addition, Yokohama will provide sponsorship
money for as many as 20 Divisional Solo I1
Championship competitions around the country
prior to the runoffs.

More than 2,500 drivers will take part in
the divisional events dwring 1985, and at
least D550 are expected for the national ron-
offs.

S50l II i= the fastest growing form of
motorsports sanctioned by 5CCA, and both Yoko—
hama and SCCA are laying the groundwork to sn—
able 198% to be a2 banner vyear of Sole II com—
petition. SCCA has increased its statd and
added new, modern equipment in the Solo de—
partment to process results and maintain con—
sistency of svent gualitvy.

Because they are tailored to the average
driver in his daily transportation automobile,
Solo Il events are more numerous than any
other type of motorsports activity. These
events-——gymkhanas, autoccrosses, slaloms, and
tield trials——are part of the weekend partici-
pant sports scene in almost every American
city of consequence. They are held on parking
lots, apen +ields and, in the winter, on fro—
zen lakes.

Ne matter what they are
"track meets o©on wheels" are the most popular
form of metorsport in this country. These
closed-courses, time-and-maneuverability events
place an emphasis on the deftness of the
driver and agility of the cars. Because they
are inexpensive for the participant, they form
the best driver education available.

called, these

Newsworthy Notes

DR. ED CORDES has recently been accepted
as a fe2llow of the American Acadsmy of
Optometry. The fAcademy is an organization of
optometrists whose goals are to improve vision
care and to disseminate knowledge gained
through rasearch. Candidates must meet &
rigorous evaluation of professiocnal competence
and ethics and must also appear for an oral
examination following submission of a series
cf case studigs. Ed, as well as wife Gail, a
licensed optician, practice at 145 Chemung
Street, Corning.

ERIAN BUCHAUER has resigned as Press Dir-
ector at Dover Downs Speedway to accept a pos-
ition with U-5. Tobacco Company wheres he will
be in charge pf public relations for the Skoal

Bandit HNABCAR entries of Phil Parsons and
Harry Bant. Brian will be based in Mooresvil-—
le, NM.C.

Congratulations +to AMN BRDUSE on  being
selected for inclusion in the 198584 publica—
tion of WHO'S WHO of AMERICAN WOMEN. She is
head of the Technical Services Department at
Steele Memorial Library in Elmira.

Congratulations are also in order for BEV
BUCKBEE on the opening of her new business—
Buckbee’'s Tax Service. She will be special-
izing in personal and small business tax pre-—
paration and bookkeeping. Bev has resigned
from  the Arnot-Ogden Memorial Hospital where
she was employed 4o over twenty years, most
recently as the Internal Auditor.

ATTENTION MEMBERS OF TIMIMNG % SCORING TEAM
fs the new Regional Administrator for Timing &%
Sroringy, 1 have a reminder for members of the
team. Please remember to renew your licenze
i¥f vyou haven't already done so. You should
receive a lirtense renewal form with your memn-—
bership reneswal. If vou don’t have a license
ranewal form, I have some extras. Just drop
me a note and I°'11 send one out. My address
and phone number are:

Daniel R. Glueck

88 Freeman’'s Bridge Road

Scotia, MN.Y. 12302

{518) 3B1-4344
I am locking +Fforward to the upcoming season
and working with everyone. Here’'s tc a happy
and successful 19835.

Race Attendance Up

a4 survey by Boodyear shows that there was
an increase f nearly a guarter of a million
spectators at majior NMorth American auto races
in 1984 over 1983 figures. Some 223 race dates
showed an attendance of 4,283,000 while in
1983 the figure was 4,741,000 for 219 dates.

Goodyear annually compiles and publishes
race attendance Figures from selected seriss
to monitor the popularity of the sport.

The NASCAR Winston Cup series remainesd the
leader in attendance with 1,574,000 spectators
at 30 events in 1984, Formula One was close
behind with a tertal of 1,325,000 in attendance
at 14 events which makes that series the clear

winner in average attendance per event-nearly
83,000,

Average attendance for other series in-
cludes CART/Indy cars, 64,7303 IMSA, 28,0003

Can—Am, 18,800; Trans—a8m, 23,438 and Super Yee
Z2.6457.
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THIRD CLASS MAIL

s 9% Mem hip Contest
Membership News 198% Hemberohip Loniztl
1. KariRuss 2
The Glen Region membership slands ot 400 members as of Barry Page )

Jenuary 22, 1985, New members include: . \
For those of you who would like to know the easiest months io

Geerge R. Parker - from Chiltenesgo, New York and is racruil new members in, the accompanving chart shows in what
interested in working races. month our preseat membership foinad the SUCA,

Margaret P, Melling - from Szo Diege, California. She has
joined her hushend, Richard, in trensferring thsir region of Hembornhip by Menth
record back 1o the Gien Region. Both were active s members of Joincd

ike Glen Reglon in the 1978's,

ThomnsE. & Sherry Jonks - from Corning, New York. Thomes
is & paramedic for Corning Ambulance and they are interested in
both pro & club racing. as well ss working races.

Stephen J. & Neacy A. Cafalone - from Deeida, New Vork.

Welcome one and alf to the Glen Regiosn. Humber

Tae Glen Region Board Of Directors hes approved ihe
followlng rules for the 1985 membership contest:

I $150 cash Minimum of {0 new members 1 2 3 45 6 78 % 101112

2ad  Natlonal and Regionsl Minimum of 6 new members Month
dues paid
3ed  Regional dues paid Minimum of 4 now members Carl J Matuszek
Membership Chairman
New member credits will be given as follows:
Begular |
Spouvse |
Jupier 1
Family 3meziswm (I regular, ! spouse &1 uaior
sasnciate)

4 tie will be decided by the total value of the membarship to
the Glen Region. A Glen Region member's signature must appear
on ke membership spplication or in & cover letter with the
memnbership application i be eligible for conlest credit. Limited
z28d Transfer members do not count toward the membership
contest. The membership chairman is not sligidle.

2]

For inTormation on the Glen Region, SCCA, il out
this coupon and return to Carl ] Matuszek, Glen
Region, SCCA, RD#1 Box &7, Campbeli, NY 14821,

Bev Buckbee and Greg Castano were surprised with a birthday
cake at the January business meeting. Greg celebrated on the
19th, Bev on the 20th. Photo by Ade Ketchum

Zip




